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Terims.and Conditions of the Biological Opinion

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service completed the Final Biological Opinion on the
Continuation of Livestock Grazing on the Corenado National Forest in October 2002,
The Service concluded that grazing on the Sunset Allotmient as proposed in this A_MP
thay affect, likely to adversely affect the Lesser Long Nosed Bat. The grazing system
will help mitigate the effects of grazing on the LLNB.

Livestock Distribution

Distribution of livestock within each pasture will attempt to minimize concentration of
animals and the resulting overgrazing of “soft” areas. Methods to be used to improve
distribution are placement of salt and protein supplemerit in areas of good feed; at least %
mile from water sources, horseback movement of cattle, control of waters where feasible,
and use of existing fences.

Range Improvements

No new improvements are planned at this fime.

Range Improvement Maintenance: S'chedulej

A list of current range improverents assigned to the permittee is attached with this
document along with a map. showing the location of each improvement and key study
area. It is the permittee’s responsibility to keep range improvements in a good working
mariner.

'Monitoring

Progiess towards the goalsof this plan and the Coronado National Forest Land
Management Plan will be monitored through periodic range inspections by the permittee,
Forest Service, and other interested parties. Key areas have been selected for monitoring
annual forage utilization (see attached map). The District Range Staff and the permittee
will jointly monitor-key areas in each pasture as the pasture is grazed to assure that forage
use levels in individual pastures are maintained with.in the established limits of 40% use
of the current year production in uplands and 40% use in riparian areas. Cattle should be
distributed throughout the pasture to prevent areas of overuse. Normally, when any key
areas begin to reach the. stated use objective and/or areas of heavy use are apparent
throughout the pasture, it will mean that cattle will need to be moved. .
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Utilization of the key area will be compared to overall pasture conditions to determine if
‘it is time to move livestock-from the pasture. This determination will be made in
coordination with the permittee, If a determination is made that livestock must be moved
to the next designated pasture and if evaluations of forage conditions in the next pasture
indicate insufficient. forage, then the livestock will be moved off the Forest.

Pace Frequency Transects, and permanentphoto points will be used to document seil and
vegetative condition and trend. Pefiodic production and utilization studies will further
evaluate range capacity. Thé monitoring aspect will be to determine if the applied
management is or is not leading to or meeting the Forest Plan objectives and goals,
Should this monitoring show trends that aré not moving toward or meeting forest plan
objectives, replanning or stocking adjustments will be initiated. The permittee will be
invited to assist in all monitoring procedurés.

Flexibility

Minor adjustments to this plan in response to changing weather, p;esaabﬂbums ete., will:
be made through agreement between the District Ranger and the Permittee and will be
appropriately documented. Significant changes will require a written amendmerit to this
plan.

Attached Documents

A. Grazing schedule
B. Map of Allotment



USDA. Forest Service:
Grazing System Mandgement Unit Aliocations

Region: Three

Forest: Coronado

Distiict: Safford

Date: 01/30/08

Allotment: Sunseét

Permittee: Aaron Palmer

Legend: X | Grazed
Rested
Management Month
Unit [Nov | Dee | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul [ .Aug [ Sept | Oet | Notes'
First Ycar — 2008-09

Upper Pasture XX | XX [ XX XX | XX 20 Cattle

South Pasture XX XX XX [ XX XX [ XX [ XX 20 Cattle

Noarth Pasture

_ Second Year ~2009-10 .

Upper Pasture M| XX | KX XX XX 20 Cattle

‘South Pasture '

North Pasture. KX XX XX PXX | XX XX [ XX 20 Cattle
Third Year-2010-11

Upper Pasture XX [ XX ] XX P XX XX 20 Cattle

South Pasture XX XX 1 x| XX [ XX | XX | XX 20Cattle

North Pasture
Fourth' Year- 2011-12

Uppér Pasture KX XX IRX | XX | XX 20 Cattle

‘South Pasture

North Pasture. XX XX XX PXX [ XX [ XX | XX 20 Cattle
Fifth Year— 2012-13 _

UpperPasture XX | XX | XX | XX | XX ' 20 Cattlé

‘South Pasture XX | XX XX XX | XX [ XX XX 20 Cattle

North Pasture: '









