


STEPHENS ALLOTMENT

Proper-Usa In Key Areas On Key Speciles

Utilization Standards

Key Area * Key Specie- For Growin agon/Dormant Period
#1 West Sideocats grama 35 45 =*
#2 West Woody Riparian 20 20
#3 East Sidecats grama 35 45 **
#4 East Woody Riparian 20 20
NOTE
* Refer to attached map for key area locations

** Dormant plant utilization on grass speciese ca be as much as 50%
higher than the forage growing season utilization. This higher level
reflects three factors. First, the listed standards are intended for
growing periods. They protect enough of the photosynthetic capability
of the plant that it can make subsequent vigorous growth. Cured
material does not play the same role as green plant material.
Therefore, there is less need to protect the cured material from
grazing, thus the 50% increase.., Second, cured material (associated
with the dormant season) does play a positive role in wild and
domestic animal nutrition, especially in the earliest cured stage.
Third, cured material provides s0il cover to reduce erocsion or meet
other wildlife habitat needs. These factors give reasgon to retain
one-half to one-third of the dormant, or cured plant.

The woody riparian utilization equivalent is 20% of shoots which are
within livestock reach. Only shoots within 5 feet of ground will be
congidered.

Woody upland utilization equiv:” mnt is not contained in the above
chart but will be administered where appropriate. The woody upland
utilization equivalent is defined as a level which will er 1re the
vigor rating, per Region 3 Range Handbook, is at medium or high on the
preferred "A" species such as mountain mahogany, cliffrose and
ceanothus.






Stephens AMP Page 4

Inspections by the Forest Service will be done periodically. Results and
photographs will be filed in the allotment’s 2210 folder{s).

Permittee and Forest Service will meet once a year to prepare an hAnmi . ! erating
Plan of pasture use, numbers, management, and improvement construction and
maintenance. The meeting will be used alsc to prepare a validation form for
billing. Payment for grazing must be received at the lockbox (or eguivalent if
system changes) and notification received by the Forest Service before the
beginning of each grazing year. &M minimum of 10 days is recommended for this
process. Credits for unused fees may be granted if a signed credit form is
received. The form iz to be prepared and gigned prior to * e pericd of reduced
uge, or as soon as practical if verbal notice of stock removal is given to the
grazing permit administrator.






Fange lmprovemant Maintenange Standards

The permittee is responsible for his/her proportionate share of the maintenance
of all structural range improvements as listed in the permit and all new
improvements as they are constructed. They are further identified on the permit

4.

A. Maintenance standards for water developments follow:

10.

i1,

13,

All spring source facilities shall be adequately protected or fenced
and fences made to prevent livestock from getting into he source of
the head box.

Head box lids or covers shall be in place to prevent dirt, rodents or
other refuse from entering the head box.

All outlet pipes and valves from head boxes shall be functioning and
any leaking shall be kept to minimum.

Water troughs shall be kept at heights that make them usable to
livestock. Troughs which have soil loss from trampling livestock
shall be pericdically backfilled to maintained a useable height,

Troughs which become uneven due to settling shall be reset and
leveled.

Bottom of steel trough shall be at least two to four inches clear of
the ground to prevent rusting or decomposition.

Water shall not ke allowed to overflow the sides of the troughs.
Overflow water shall be piped away from troughs at leagt 50 feet.
The end of the overflow shall be protected from trampling by
livestock. Water from the overflow pipe must be directed away from
the area.

In . and outlet pipe shall be protected by anchoring to the trough
with a single post wired to the inlet pipe and a brace or pole

ipporting the outlet pipe. Inlet and cutlet pipeline shall be
secured as needed for their protection.

All troughs shall ! equipped with a wildlife escape r: 2.

Troughs, storage tanks, and pipel. 28 shall be drained and cleaned
peri lically to prevent algae buildup and damage from freezing.

Poles, posts and trough-framing materials used in the const: ction of
the water trough shall be ma. tained, repaired or replace as needed.

All above-the-ground pipeline structures she | be maintained.
Pipelines with air and drain valves shall need to be covered with

fine screen to preven:t dirt from entering the pipe. Screens shall be
rep 1ced as nee o d.
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EXAMPLE (during dormant season--when sample plants are cuv  d)

The proce varies only in the proper-use figure used. If the sampled
species is cured, allow an extra 50% utilization, that is, 40% to 60%. The
reasons for this adjustment are listed in the EA description of the selected
alternative. Using the same utilization data as in Part C, here is an
example for dormant-season calculation:

1.

Fieid data from key area only:

Western wheatgrass (Agsm}) utilization be weight (from gauge}: 50%
Silver bluestem (Ansa) utilization by weight: 15%
Little bluestem {(Ansc) utilization by weight: 0%
Calculation:

50% Agem utilization by weight 50% = B3% of proper use
40% Agsm proper use (from Guide) x 1.5 GO%

Plus

15% fAnsa utilization by weight = 15%= 33% of proper use
30% Ansa proper use (from Guide) x 1.5 45%

B3% + 33% = 116% = G58% of proper use, average.

2 species

In this example, only western wheatgrass and silver bli item were
considered key species. At a different time of year, the key species may
be different due to different grow requirements between species.

The average percent of proper use in thia dormant-season example does not
require follow-up to change management unless there are indications that
utilization is ahead of schedule. This relates to :ason, number of
stock, next scheduled move or other management change. The 58% len

indicat ; caution. However, the 83% level on Agsm does indi ite a need
for a change of management 1less a move is already imminent. If
management does not keep utilization below proper-. : levels, a move off

the unit (or allotment in some cases) would be regquired.

The dormant season is not defined by a time of year. It is defined ags
cur 1 plants. Elevation, aspect, precipitation, soil moi: ure,
temperature, and species define when the plant will be dormant.



