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Description 

Redtail: Located on the southeastern side of the Pinaleno Mountains, the Redtail 
Allotment contains 2,181 acres, of which 1,973 arc classified as capable for livestock 
grazing. Areas classified as "not capable" primarily consist of steep slopes in the upper 
elevations of the aliotmcnt. The permitted number is for 85 cattle to graze for five 
months during the winter donnant season. 

Goals and Objectives 

The goal of this plan is to maintain a healthy ecosystem on all land the pcrmittce grazes, 
meet the needs and desires of the American public, and provide the Pennittec's family an 
opportunity to utilize the forage resource in an environmentally sensitive and cost 
effective manner. This will be accomplished through pursuit of the following objectives: 

A. Use best management practices to maintain a healthy ecosystem. 
B. Improve animal husbandry practices to improve pounds of beef production while 

minimizing impacts on the plant resource. Utilization of forage source will not 
exceed 45%. 

C. Maintain or enhance habitat conditions for resident wildlife by improving ground 
cover and tiparian conditions. 

D. Stabilize soils in areas that are currently eroding. 
E. Maintain or improve visual quality of grazing allotment, through improvement of 

livestock management, maintaining range improYements and improving plant 
density and diversity. 

F. Decrease livestock impacts to meet Coronado N.F. Land Management Plan 
Objectives for riparian areas through design of a grazing system that addresses the 
physiological growth requirements of riparian plants. 

G. Maintain water sources for wildlife when cattle are not scheduled in pasture. 

Management Strategy 

The management of the Redtail Allotment is a five-month seasonal grazing system. The 
allotment consists of one pasture and is grazed during the winter months from 11/01 to 
3/31 with 85 cattle. Implementation of this AMP will be documented in the Annual 
Operating Instructions (AOI) developed in coordination hetwecn the Forest Service and 
the pennittee. The AOI will set f01ih the maximum permissible gra,zing use authorized 
for the upcoming grazing season, the planned sequence of grazing, improvements to be 
constructed, reconstructed, or maintained, allowable use or other standards to be followed 
by the pennittee, and required monitoring for the grazing season. 
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Tenns and Conditions of the Biological Opinion 

The U.S.. Fish and Wildlife Service completed the Final Biological Opinion on the 
Continuation of Livestock Grazing on the Coronado National Forest in June 2o'00. The 
Service concluded that grazing on the Redtail Allotment as proposed in this AMP will 
have no effect on the Mexican spotted owl, aplomado falcon, Apache trout, or jaguar. 
They also concluded that grazing as proposed is not likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of the lesser long-nosed bat or result in incidental take: therefore, no terms and 
conditions were stipulated. 

Livestock Distribution 

DistJibution oflivestock b'Tazing will attempt to minimize concentrntion of animals and 
the resulting overgrazing of "soft" a,reas. Methods to be used to improve distribution are 
placement of salt and protein supplement in areas of good feed: at least 1/4 mile from 
water sources, horseback movement of cattle, control of waters where feasible, and use of 
existing fences. 

Range Improvements 

A stock tank adjacent to the National Forest will he cleaned of sediment. This tank is 
located on state land, but cattle have access to it while they are on the Forest. A 
prescribed fire is _planned for early summer 2009 in the Greascwood Mountain area. The 
probability of having to replace some allotment fences and other improvements will take 
place after the burn. 

Range Improvement Maintenance Schedule 

A list of cmrnrit range improvements assigned to the permittee is attached with this 
document along with a map showing the location of each improvement and key study 
area. It is the pennittee's responsibility to keep range improvements in a good working 
manner. 

Monitoring 

Progress towards the goals of this plan and the Coronado National Forest Land 
Management Plan will be monitored through periodic range inspections by the permittee, 
Forest Service, and other interested parties. Key areas have been selected for monitoring 
annual forage utilization (see attached map). The District Range Staff and the permittee 
will jointly monitor key areas in each pasture as the pasture is grnzcd to assure that forage 
use levels in individual pastures are maintained with in the established limits of 45% use 
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of the cmn:nt year's production in uplands a_nd 40% use in riparian areas. Cattle shou1d 
be distributed throughout the pasture to prevent areas of overnsc. Normally, when any 
key areas begin to reach the stated use objective and/or areas oflwavy use arc apparent 
throughout the pasture, it will mean that cattle will need to be moved. Utilization of the 
key area will be compared to overall pasture conditions to determine if it is ti111.e to move 
livestock from the pasture. This detem1ination will be made in coordination with the 
permittee. If a determination is made that livestock must be moved to the next designated 
pasture and if evaluations of forage conditions in the next pasture indicate insufficient 
forage, then the livestock will be moved off the Forest. 

Pace Frequency Transects, and pennanent photo points will be used to document soil and 
vegetative condition and trend. Periodic production and utilization studies will further 
evaluate range capacity. The monitoring aspect will be to determine if the applied 
management is or is not leading to or meeting the Forest Plan objectives and goals. 
Should this monitoring show trends that are not moving toward or meeting forest plan 
objectives, re•planning or stocking adjustments will be initiated. The pennittee will be 
invited to assist in all monitoring procedures. 

Flexibility 

Minor adjustments to this plan in response to changing weather, prescribed bums, etc .. 
will be made through agreement between the District Ranger and the Pcnnittcc and will 
be appropliately documented. Significant changes will require a written amendment to 
this plan. 

Attached Documents 

A. Map of Allotment showing range improvements and key areas for monito1ing 
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Redtail Allotment 

Range Improvements 
and Monitor Points 

Safford Ranger District 
Coronado National Forest 
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The Permittee 1s responsible for maintenance of 
improvements highlighted and/or labeled 1n red. 

Page_of_ 
Permit# __ _ 

This map is a part of Grazing Permil No.# ___ _ 
Issued to ______________ _ 
on ________________ _ 
by _______________ _ 
and shows the allolment(s) specified in the permit. 

CiSclaimcr SUllemenl 
The USDAFOfes! Service U'5es the most anent a,ic, canplote data aveiable, 

GIS data 800 prowct accuracy may vary. Using 01S products r« putpO;Ses other 
than those tot which they were Intended may yield inaocurate or ~leading results. 
TM USDA F(lt8$l SOIViOB (0:S81'VG$ the rigN 10 (.()rr(l(l, update. mOdify, or ,opiaoo 
cas products wllhOIJt no1~tlon- This map ls AOt a 10931 Land lne « ownBt!lh/ip 

document. Public lands are subjeci to change and leasing, and may haw accos.s 
,e!iitricllOns; Chedc WM local offices. Obtain P«mhsion bekw"e ootemg prt.'ato land 
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USDA Forest Service Region: THREE Forest: CORONADO I 

Grazing System Management Unit Allocations District: SAFFORD Date: 01/06/2009 I 

Allotment: REDTAIL Permittel': Larry Land Carol A. Dempster 
I Legend: I X I Grazed I 

I I I Rested I 

Management 1Ylonth 
Unit I Nov I Dec I Jan I Feb I Mar I A1ir I May I Jun I Joi I Aug I Sep I (kl I Notes 

First Year - 2008,2009 
REDTA!L xx xx xx xx xx 85 CATTLE 
STATEtPRIVATE xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

- - --Second Y car - "009 1 0 l 0 
REDTA!L xx xx xx xx xx 85 CATTLE 
STATE/PRIVATE xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

- -Third Year - ?Q 10-1 011 
REDTAIL xx xx xx xx xx 85 CATTLE 
STATE/PRIVATE xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

I 
I 

' - -Fourth Year- 2011-"0P 
REDTAIL xx xx xx xx xx 85 CATTLE 
STATE/PRIVATE xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

-· - -Fttlh Ye-w~ 201 J.?()13 
REDTAIL xx xx xx xx xx I 85 CATTLE 
STATE/PRIVATE xx xx xx ! xx xx xx xx 

I 
I 
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