





Limit the forage utilization to 45 percent of key species in key areas
e Within Mearns’ quail key habitat areas, (Doc. 108) des1rable allowable use will be 35 to 40
percent, with a maximum of 45 percent

e  Monitor utilization in key areas, utlhzatlon in Meams’ quail key habitat areas, condition of
upland and rlpanan areas, and COIldlthl’l of unprovements at least every 3 years.

Under the 10- year perrmt the Lyle Canyon Allotment w111 be grazed by 1 17 to 182 cattle’
yearlong. The AMP will:

e Combine the cattle herd and managemerlt with the Canelo Allotment under one AMP

e Change the Lyle Canyon Allotment boundary to include the Tom’s Corner, Oso ‘Negro, and
Horse Pastures from the vacant Collin’s Canyon Allotment and the Becker parcel (EA, Map 6)

e Construct a water storage tank in Harkey Pasture and run a pipeline and drmker to the Weaner,
Page, Algerita, and Center Pastures (EA, Map 8)

e Build check-dams in the northwest portlon of the Korn Pasture and south portion of the Mathews
Pasture

e Construct a pipeline from the storage tank in Mountain Pasture to the southwest corner of
Algerita Pasture, the southeast corner of the Lower Algerita Pasture, and the southeast end of
Page Pasture (EA, Map 8) ‘

e Develop a well with a windmill and submersible pump in Merrit Pasture; construct pipelines to
troughs in Upper Lyle, Merrit, Mountain, Oso Negro, and Tom’s Corner Pastures (EA, Map 8)

e Develop a well with pipeiines arld troughs in Oso Negro Pasture (Map 8)

e Construct Y% m11e of fence around the $pring in Mernt Canyon in the Oso Negro Pasture (EA,
Map 8)

o Fence the stock tank in Mathews Pasture (EA, Map 8) : \
e Implement a rest rotation grazing schedule utilizing the 18 available pastures (EA, Figure 2)
e Limit forage utilization to 45 percent of key species in key areas -

e Within Mearns’ quail key habitat areas (Doc. 108) desrrable allowable use will be 35 to 40
percent, with a maximum of 45, percent _ 2] "

e Maintain existing range improvements

e Monitor utilization in key areas, condition of upland and rlpanan areas, and condltlon of
improvements at least every 3 years.

Under the 10-year permit, the Canelo Allotment will be grazed by up to 102 cattle for 2 months
(March 1 to April 30). The AMP will:









herbaceous cover under conditions described in FSM 2600-94-1. The Sierra Vista District
Range Staff will develop a monltonng report for each set of data collected.

This alternatlve meets requirements under the National Forest Management Act, Endangered
Species Act, and National Historic Preservation Act and their implementing regulations (see
below).

Other Alternatives Considered .

Two other alternatives for the Manila Allotment, and three for the Canelo and Lyle Canyon
Allotments, were considered in detail. No alternatives were dropped from detailed study. The
alternatives considered in detail are briefly described below (also see the EA, pages 14-17).

Alternative 1: No Grazing (No Action)

Under this alternative, use of the grazing allotments by domestic livestock would be
discontinued. No term grazing permit would be issued. Existing structural improvements
including water developments would remain in place but they would not be maintained. Periodic
monitoring of structural improvements (at least once every 10 years) would be used to determine
whether removal or maintenance is needed. Removal or maintenance would be authorized by a
separate decision.

Alternative 2: Continue Current Management

The Manila Allotment is currently permitted 125 cattle yearlong (CYL), with an associated
private land permit for 22 cattle and 6 horses yearlong A private land permit provides for
management of livestock on unfenced private land inholdings in conjunction with an existing
allotment. A three-pasture rotation is in place on the ranch. Replacement heifers are also
grazed, mostly in the two private land pastures. Under this rotation, the two lower pastures
receive partial growing season rest every year, and the mountain pasture, used only during the
winter, receives total growing season rest. The actual rotation dates are regulated by water and
forage availability and utilization levels. Utilization levels are set at 45 percent of key species in
key areas. The allotment includes approximately 13 miles of fence, 3 dirt tanks, and 2 developed
springs. Improvements are all functlonal and no new developments would be constructed under
this alternative.

The Lyle Canyon Allotment is currently permitted 50 CYL and an additional 50 head under a
temporary permit. The temporary permit allows use of the Becker parcel. With the temporary
permits, thirteen pastures are available for rotation. Under this alternative, the Tom’s Corner,
Horse, and Oso Negro Pastures would not be included in the allotment, and management would
not be combined with the Canelo Allotment. Existing temporary permits will be converted to a
10-year term. Utilization levels are set at 45 percent of key species in key areas. The allotment
includes approximately 40 miles of fence, 4 dirt tanks 4 wells, 3 corrals, and 10 developed
springs. Improvements are in varying states of repair, with the majority being functional. Under
this alternative no new developments would be constructed.

The Canelo Allotment is divided into two pastures and is intermingled with private land. It is
permittgd 34 head for 6 months plus an additional 6 head for 6 months under a private land




permit. Typically, livestock are on the allotment dunng the months of January, February, March,
August, September, and December, using East Pasture during the winter months, and West
Pasture in the summer months. Utilization levels are set at 45 percent of key species in key
areas. The allotment is currently belng managed with the Lyle Canyon Allotment under a
temporary permit. No changes in management or new developments would occur under this
alternative.

Alternative 3: Proposed Action

The proposed action for the Manila Allotment:

Issue a 10-year grazing permit for 80 to 90 CYL and an 11-head private land permit

Divide Center Pasture by constructing approximately 1.25' miles of fence.(M'ap 8). This will
mitigate grazing effects to vegetation by improving control of livestock and improve management
of the drainage in which the Huachuca water umbe] occurs. :

Construct a pipeline from a well on the adjacenf Lyle Caﬁyon Allotment to a point along the
proposed fence dividing Center Pasture. This will assist in control of summer use in the lower
pastures by providing a predictable water source:

Divide North Pasture into two smaller pastures by constructing approximately 1% miles of fence
(Map 8). This will mitigate grazmg 1mpacts to vegetation by providing more control of use in the

lower elevations.

Improve distribution in Hill Pasture by constructmg approx1mate1y 1 mile of drift fences in two
short segments (Map 8).

Implement a five or six pasture deferred-rest rotation. This will allow for a shorter period of
growing season use and more growing season rest in the lower country where range vegetation
condition needs improvement.

Maintain existing range improvements. -

Set utilization in key areas on key species at 45 p‘eréent.

Monitor utilization in key areas, condition of upland and rlparlan areas, and condition of
improvements at least every 3 years. -

The proposed action for the Lyle Canyon Allotment:

Issue a 10-year grazing permit on the Lyle Canyon Allotment-for 117 to 182 CYL.

Combine the cattle herd and management with the Canelo Allotment under one AMP. This will
provide for additional rest on the Canelo Allotment and add rotation flexibility, thereby
increasing rest for the Lyle Canyon Allotment. '

Change the Lyle Canyon boundary to include Tom's Corner, Oso Negro, and Horse Pastures from
the vacant Collin's Canyon Allotment (Map 6). This will also provide increased rest and rotation
flexibility for the Lyle Canyon Allotment.












expected effects from my decision (EA pages 12 20 through 26, 37; Project Record
Docs. 43, 44). . ;

8. My decision will have no adverse effect to districts, sites héritage resources or cause loss
or destruction of 31gmﬁcant scientific, cultural, or historical resources (PrOJect Record,
Docs. 30, 45 through 47).

9. For’mal consultation with U S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Final Biological Opinion on
Continuation of Livestock Grazing on the Forest on October 24, 2002 [BO 2-21—98-F-
399-R1]) was completed based on findings that the decision is “likely to adversely affect
the lesser long-nosed bat on all three allotments, the Sonoran tiger salamander on the
Lyle Canyon Allotment, and the Huachuca water umbel on the Manila Allotment, and the
Chiricahua leopard frog on the Lyle Canyon and Canelo Allotments; and ¢ ‘not likely to
affect” the northern aplomado falcon (Falco femoralzs septentrionalis)and the Chiricahua
leopard frog on the Manila Allotment. The Service concluded that the proposed action is
not likely to jeopardize the contiriued existence of these species. Terms and conditions
and/or species-specific measures stipulated in the BO for the lesser long-nosed bat,
Sonoran tiger salamander, the Chiricahua leopard frog, and the Huachuca water umbel
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will be added to the enforceable terms and conditions of the grazing permuts.

10. Findings documented in the Iﬁterdisciplinary Team Biologist’s Management Indicator
Species Analysis (Project Record, Docs.110 and 111) show that the selected alternative is
expected to maintain or improve occupied habitats for all species analyzed.

11. This proposal is in full compliance with all federal,' sfate, and local law requirements.
State, local and tribal governments were consulted concerning this project.

Findings Required by Other Laws and Regulations

This decision to issue 10-year term grazing permits and prepare allotment management plans is
consistent with the intent of the Forest Plan's long-term goals and objectives listed on pages 62 .
through 66. The project was designed in conformance with Forest Plan standards and
incorporates appropriate Forest Plan guidelines for livestock grazing and wildlife (Land and
Resource Management Plan, pages 15 through 23, 31 through 38, 62 through 74, and 79 through
82).

National Forest Management Act: The Land and Resource Management Plan for the
Coronado National Forest (Forest Plan) was adopted on August 4, 1986. The Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) at 36 CFR 219 guides forest planning. The planning regulations state that
projects implemented after the Forest Plan is in place must be “consistent with the plan” (36 CFR
219.10.e). The term permit grazing-authorizations and AMPs for each of the three allotments -
have been deemed consistent with the long-term goals and objectives listed on pages 9 through
11 of the Forest Plan, as amended. The Forest Plan designated the allotments as suitable for
grazing and this area was included in Management Areas 1, 4, and 7 (Forest Plan, pages 47
through 82). There were no identified effects to management indicator or sensitive species that
would affect their long-term viability (EA, pages 33 through 37, Project Record Docs. 110, 111).
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Contact

For additional information conceming this decision or the Forest Service appeal process, contact
Tom Lorenz, District Range Staff Officer, Sierra Vista Ranger District, 5990 S. Highway 92,
Hereford, Arizona 85615. Tom Lorenz can also be reached by phone at (520) 378-0311.

PAEN L. GUNZEL
District Ranger
Sierra Vista Ranger District

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibiteé discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion.
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all- programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.
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