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During developntent of the proposed action, information was collected about forest resources within the
project area. My decision is designed to avoid arid/or minimize impactsto these resources, and comply
with other faws, tegulation, policy, and the land management plan, This project would incorporate best
‘management practices and includes the following for resource protection:

-+ Initiate a management method that meets animal husbandry requirements of livestock and provides
proper stocking and vegetative manageinent..

s Provide structural improvements for management of livestock and range resovices.

Reasons for Categorically Excluding the Proposed Actions

My assessmerit is tliat this proposal falls within the actions listed in 36 CFR 220.6 - Categorical
exclusions that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment or Bnvironmental
Impact Statement. This‘catégory is found in 36 CFR 220.6 (e)(9). This category of action(s) lS.dppllLdb]e
because the project involves minor modifications-and additiens to'management practices for range
allotments.

[ have determined that there are no extraordinary circumstances associdted with this project that would
preclude the use of .this._ category. This determination is based on the absence or the negligible tevel of
adverse effccts on the following resource conditions:

a. Federally listed thresitened or esdangered species or designated critical habitat, species
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service semsitive species —The
hydrology report notes that.operation of the proposed well within the floodplain and the alluyium may
have adverse effects to the water table during drier months. Ilydrology recommended pumping
Operations oceur outstde the months of May to September. [Fthis conservation ‘imeasure-can be
implemeénted, than the project will not affect species of conservation concern in Rye Creek. If this
conservation measures cannot be implemented, consultation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for
effects to federally listed species will be. required. Information from the permittee indicated that well
would be neéded from May to September since this is the driest time of the year.

b. Flood plains, wetlinds, or municipal watersheds - [nstallifig the-well within the floodplain and the:
alluvium may have adverse effects io the water table during drier months. In order to mitigate the risk.
of lowering the groundwater-table and a(fecting downstream resources, pumping operations was
recominended {o oceur enly outside the months of May to Septeimber to protect potential effects to
riparian vegetation as well as Threatened and Endangered species that are more vuinerable during
those dry months.. After project 1111plcmentatton of the well it was recommended that there would bera
need to. monitor tor evidence of decreases in the watertable and adverse effects to downstrean
resoitrces identified in the biologic evaluation as well as riparian vegetation health. It should also be
noted that the drilling of the new:well may have an adverse impact te another private well slightly
downstream of the proposed location, Tn regards to the construction of the new well, the following
BMPs are recoinmended: Range 3 — Rangeland Improvemeénts, Veg 2 — Erosion Pievention and
Control, WatUses — 2 Water Wells for Production and Monitoring, and Road 9 - Parking and Staging
Areas. More specifically, those BMPs include practices such as: the top of the well should be at an
elevation above flooding depths to ensure that no sediment or material enters the well, -during
construction heavy machinery should be stage-outside of the ordinary high water mark, a spill kit
should be on site during the length of implementation, and any contamination should be im mediately:
cleaned and removed outside of the ficodplain. Additionally, the abandoned we!l should be effectively
decommisstoned per state standards, and a notification to the:state of abandonment shiould be
provided. In regards to the construction of the new corral and access routes the: following BMP-
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