
LANDO\VNER RELATIONS PROGRAM 
COOPERATIVE STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT 

FOR HABITAT IJvlPROVEMENT 

L25--08220149 

THJS COOPERATIVE STE\VARDSIIII' ACREEM.£1'fT for hAbi101 impro,'Clllcnt is 
cnlered inlo between 1he Kellon Cattle Co, rcprcscn1cd by Tammy Kellon ("Cooperator"") and lhe 
Slate of Arizona lhrough lhc Arizona Game and Fish Commission ("Commission") and i1s 
administrative ogcncy the Arizona Game and Fish Ocpartmcnt \Depanment") (collectively "'Panies•• 
and singularly 04Party") for the purpose of executing a Cooperative-Habitat fmprovcment Project on 
Prescott National l'ores1 conlrolled by 1he Kellon Caule Co. ("Subjec1 Pro1ieny''), us illusirated in 
the attached Exhibi1 A, incorporated herein by reference. 

\VI.IE REAS. the Commission is aulhoriud 10 cnlcr inlO Ibis Ag=mcnl pursuanl lo A.R.S. § 
17-231(8)(7); 

WHEREAS, lhe Commission has primo,y •talewide responsibilil)' for management actions 
related to lish und wildlife populations within the Stotc of Arizona. 

WHEREAS, lhe J)epar1men1 ac1s under the uu1hori1y oflhe Commission. 

WllEREAS, said Subject Propeny provides mutual benefits to the Coopcro1or and wildlife, 
and i1 is the mu1ual desire of the Department and Coo1>era1or to cooperate for 1hc common benefit of 
"ildlife and 1he public inlCn:Sls of lhe people of Ari,ona; 

WllEREAS, the Parti .. agree lhai the goodJ or savic,s provided by the l)epanmen1 "ill be 
used by the Coopcro1or for a public purpose .. described hereio. and Iha! the bent6t derived to the 
public as lhe resuh of such goods or services "ill equal orexcocd the valne of1he goods or oeniccs; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration or the mutual promises and olher iOOd and valuable 
consideration contained herein, the Departmenl nnd U1e Cooperator agree to implement the following 
described I labi1a1 Improvement Project on the Subject Property: 

Projec.t Description.: 
Grassland hAbi1ais have bttn a priority for the Oepanment since 2006 when tho firsi version of lhc 
State Wildlife Action Plan (SW AP) ideniified grassland habitat as a priori1y due 10 lhc decline in 
several grassland dependent wildlife species, such as pronghorn an1elopc, GuMison·s prairie dogs, 
black tailed pn,iric dog,,. weslem burrowing O\<ls, Fcrruginous hawks, and an0lher 96 g,assland 
obligate species. 801h fragmcnration of grassland h.1bitat and degradation of gnwland habi1a1 due 10 

invading woody vegetation as the cause for declines in grassland dcpcndcnl wildlife species. 
Additionally, much of Arizona is arid with very liulc perennial water available for wildlife. This lack 
of water is 11 limiting factor for Antelope in most of the gross lands remaining in Arizona, and the Jack 
of wa1cr also liiniis several bal species, non hem lcopurd frogs, Chiricahua Leopard frogs, and several 
other speeies of conocm in Arizona. Game Managemeot Uni1 21 has been 1.hc focus of hnbilal 
improvements 10 increase the pronghom herd and a lmnslocation occurred in 2022. Approximately 
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10 years ago, juniper mas1ica1ion was performed 10 res1ore this his1oric trave.1 corridor along with 
inc.reasing the growth of native grasses. Pronghorn have sioce used this corridor regularly. 

The Cooperator in coordi1,ation with the Department, will implement the Habitat Improvement 
Project "Long Gulch Dirt Tanks". Tile s1ra1egy of 1his project is ,o clean out three din tanks in Glv(U 
21; 1he Sou1h Tanks (2) and Cow Canyon Tanlc Soulh Tanks will also receive a geomembrane liner 
in each tank. Sediment will be removed to the original depth and dimensions using a frontend loader 
and/or bulldozer. Ac<:ess will be by existing road or trail. EAC MlS-0706045845. 

A. The Arizona Game and Fish Department shall: 

1. Work with the Cooperator to complete the project per the Project Description for the 
purpose of wildlife habitat improvemeoL 

2. Reimburse lhe Cooperator in an antoun1 not-ro-exceed, Nineteen-'lnousand Dollars 
($19,000.00) for reimbursement of malcrials and labor to perfonn the habitat 
improvements described in the Prnjcct Description. All labor using heavy equipment is 
included in the aforementioned price. Funding under this agreement is not available for 
reimbursemem of the cooperator's purchase of equipment. Equipmenl is defined as 
having a fair mark.et value ofS5,000 or more per unit 

3. Paymem shall be made upon receipt of itemized invoice from the Cooperator to the 
Depanment. 

4. Annually monitor tmd c.valuate• Projec.t effectiveness and wildlife use duri.ng the term of 
this Agreement. 

B. The Cooperator shall: 

I. Complete the Project described in the project description in the project area depicted in 
Exhibit A. Incur all labor, equipment, and material costs over and above lhosc supplied 
by the Department ($19.000.00) through this Agreement. 

2. Submit itemized invoice to the Department for rei,mbursement of costs incurred, 
including any delivery, ,o complete the Project prior to June I I" 2026. 

3. Operate and manage the drinkers shown in Exhibit A in a manner that provides v.<ater to 
wildlife on a year-round basis regardless of livestock rotation. The water surface shall 
be free of obsLtuctio.ns and the drinker shall indude entry and escape ramps for smaller 
v.<ildlife, 0t another mcc•hanism that ensures accessibility and safety for v.~ldlife. 

4. Should the propeny rights 10 the Subject Propeny be transferred 10 another Party during 
the term of this Agreement, the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be 
transferred with the property 10 such otl1er Pany. 

5. Eru;.u.rc Project is within cu1lura1 compliance and provide cultural compliance 
docwnentation from the Prescott National Forest before commencing work. 
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C. The Department and the Coopcr.ltor mutuall &grce: 

l. That unless otherwise terminated f\S provided herein, this Agreement shall e~:tend for a 
period of five (5) years from the date of last signature on lhis Agreement. Project 
progres..~ v.ill be monitored and a final assessment of the project's effectiveness will be 
completed jointly by the Pactic:s. 

2. Nothing in this Agreemem shall be construed as ohligating the Department in any 
contract or other obligation for the future pa}'ment of money in excess of appropriation 
authorized by law. 

3. Either Party may Lerminate Chis Agr1.-cmcnl upoo sixty (60) days written notice to the 
other Party. Upon termination. all work perfonncd pursuant to this Agn.-cmcnl shall 
cease and Cooperator shall noc incur any new obligations for the tenninated portion of 
the Agreement and shall caned as many outstanding obligations as possible. The 
Department shall allow full credit to the Cooperator for the Cooperator's share of the 
non-caneclable obligations properly incurred by the Cooperator up to the effective date 
of the termination. Any remaining tmobligated funding provided by lhe Department 
hall be rclumcd lo the Department within sixty (60) days after the effective date of 

termination, 

4. Notices: AH writtt:o notices concerning this Agreement shall be delivered in person or 
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Par1ics as follows: 

For the Commj5Sioo; 

Arizona Game Md rish Department 
A TfN: Mr. Dan Sturla 
5000 \V. Carefree Highway 
Phocni~ Arizona 85086 
Phone: (623) 236-7282 
hmail: dstw·la'aia,,.gfci,&_Qv 

For the Cooperator: 

Tammy Kelton 
Kelton Cattle Co. 

5. Modifications within the scope of lhis Agreement sh.all be made by mutual cooi>enl 
of the Ponies. by the: issuance of a wrinen modification. signed and dated by all 
Parties. prior to any changes being pt,Tfonncd. The Parties are not obligated to fund 
any changes not approved in advance. 

6. Th.is Agreement is subject to public records requests. In the event a request is made, 
personally identifiable information such as address. phone m,m~r. and email address 
will he redacted. 

7. Every obligation of lhe Parties under this Agrct:ment is condhioned upon the 
availability of fund appropriated or aJlocated for the p.aymt:snl of such obligation. If 
funds for tht: continuance of this Agr:eement an: not allocated or are not available, 
this Asu-t1:ment shall tcm1inate automatieally on the date of expiration of funding. Tn 
the c,,rcnt of such termination, the Parties sha.ll incur no 1\irthcr obligation or liability 
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under this Agreement other than for payment of services rendered prior to the 
expiration of funding. 

8. All work perfonned pursuant to this Agreement shall be in compliance with all 
applicable state and federal la\vs and tcg:ulations. 

9. This Agreemeot in no way restricts either Party from participating in similar activities 
\\~th other public or private agencies,, organizations, or individuals. 

I 0. This Agreement constitutes the entiire Agreement between the Parties pertaining to 
the subject matter he.rein and accurately sets forth the rights, duties, and obligations 
of each Party. All prior or cootempotMeous agreements and understandings, oral or 
written, are hereby superseded and merged herein. The provisions of this Agreement 
may be abrogated, modified, rescinded, or amended in whole or in part only by 
munial written consent exec-uted by the Parties. 

J 1. ln 1he evenl that any provision of th·is Agreement or portion thereof is held invalid, 
illegal, or unenforceable, such provision o.r portion the.reof shall be severed from this 
AgTeement and shall have no effoct on the rc:maining provisions of this Agreement. 
which shall remain in full force and effect. 

12. This Agrc-cmcnt is subject to tennination pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-511. 

13. All payments re<:eived by the Cooperator U1rough this Agreement may be subject to 
federal and local income tax. Any questions regarding the ta,'i. status of payments 
should be directed to the Cooperator's personal tax consultant. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the last 
signature date below, and each pefSon signing this Ag.recmcnt warrants that he/she has the capacity 
and authority to execute this Agreement and consummate the transactions contemplated herein. 

APPROVED: 

B 
Tat y Kelton 
Kelton Cattle Co. 

APPROVE!>: 

Arizona Oame and Fish Department 

Date 

By: =---,=----,-------,----------Date_S/28/25. ____ _ 
Clay Crowder. Assistant Direc.tor 
Wildlife Mat1agement Division 
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E~hibit A 
ProjecJ mop($) 

Kelton Cattle Co. Long Gulch Tanks -
Cooperative Habitat Ste,vardship 

Agreement 
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