
LANDOWNER RELATIO S PROGRAM 
COOPERATIVE STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT 

FO,R HABITAT IMPROVEMENT 

THIS COOPERATIVE STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT for habitat improvement is 
entere,d into between Bryan and Julie Gutierrez ('Cooperator') and the Stat,e o,f Arizona through the 
Arizon,a Game and Fish C,01nmis,sio,n ('''Commission") and its administr,ative agency the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department ("Department"') ( c-,ollectiv,ely P,arties and singularly • P'arty' ) for the 
purpose of exe,cuting a Cooperative Habitat Improvement Project on lands owned ,or controlled by 
the Cooperator ( 'Subject P'roperty ') as illustrated in th1e attached Exhibit A inco,rpor.ated herein by 
referenc,e. 

WHEREAS, the Commission is autho,rize,d to enter into this Agreement pursu,ant to, A.R.S. § 
17-231 (B) (7)· 

WHEREAS, the C,ommission has primary statewide r,,esponsibility for management actions 
related to fish and wildlife p,opulations within the State o,f Arizona. 

WHEREAS,, the Department acts under the auth,ority of the Commission. 

WHEREAS,. said Subject Pr,operty provides mutual ben,efits to the ,Cooperator and wildlife 
and it is the mutual desire ofth,e Dep,artment and Cooperator to ,coop,erate for the common benefit of 
wildlife and the public interests of the people of Arizona· 

WHEREAS, the Parties agree that the goo,ds or services provided by the Department willil be 
used by the Cooperator for a public purpose as ,described herein and that the benefit d,erived to the 
public as the re:sult of such goods or servic,es will equal or exceed the vall1,e of the go,ods or services; 

OW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual pro1nis,es, and oth,er go,od and valuab]e 
consideration contained herein the Department and the Cooperator agree to implement the following 
described Habitat Impr,ovement P'roject on the Subj,ect Property~ 

Project Description: 

The Co,operator in coordination with the Dep,artment will implement the Habitat Improv,ement 
Project Storm S,eep Pipeline Extension. The strategy ,of this project is for the Department to provide 
reimbursement to the ,cooperator fo,r 9 820 feet (1.8 Miles) of buried pipeline fr,om an existing spring 
box, 2 additional .500 g,allon drinkers, 1 replacement drinker at an existi11g storag.e, and 1 additional 
5,00 10 gallon storage provided by P F that will allow future extension of tl1e pipeline· if needed. The 
,completion of this project will compliment ongoing efTorts to improve the pro,nghom antelope 
population in GMU 19B. Prongho,m antelop,e ,are id,entified as a 'Species ,of Greatest ,Conservation 

,eed (SGC ) within Ariz,ona due to their vulnerability criteria ,evaluation. An adjacent grassland 
r,estoratio,n project is currently being implern~nted with fire (Wine Glass Tr,eatment Area) in an 
attempt t,o restore grassland v.lhich has been a priority for the Department since the 2,006, State Wildlife 
Action Plan. The 'S,torm ·seep Pip,eline Extension project is located on the Limestone AllotJn,ent within 
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the Prescott National Forest in GMU 19B. The project will ensure year-round water for wildlife (Deer 
Elk, Pronghorn, Javelina, Quail). Ml 5-0706045845 ' 

A. The Arizona Game and Fish Department shall: 

1. Work with the Cooperator to complete the project per the Project Description for the 
purpose of wildlife habitat improvement. 

2. Reimburse the Cooperator in an amount not-to-exceed, twelve-thousand, eight-hundred 
dollars ($12,800.00) for reimbursement of materials and labor to perform the habitat 
improvements described in the Project Description. All labor using heavy equipment is 
included in the aforementioned price. Funding under this agreement is not available for 
reimbursement of the cooperator's purchase of equipment. Equipment is defined as 
having a fair market value of $5,000 or more per unit 

3. Payment shall be made within thirty (30) days upon receipt of itemized invoice(s) from 
the Cooperator to the Department. 

4. Annually monitor and evaluate Project effectiveness and wildlife use during the tern1 of 
this Agreement. 

B. The Cooperator shall: 

1. Complete the Project described in the project description in the project area depicted in 
Exhibit A. Incur all labor, equipment, and material costs over and above those supplied 
by the Department ($12,800.00) through this Agreement. 

2. Submit itemized invoices to the Department for reimbursement of costs incurred, 
including any delivery, to complete the Project prior to June 14th 2024. 

3. Operate and manage the drinkers shown in Exhibit A in a 1nanner that provides water to 
wildlife on a year-round basis regardless of livestock rotation. The water surface sha.11 
be free of obstructions and the drinker shall include entry and escape ramps for smaller 
wildlife, or another mechanism that ensures accessibility and safety for wildlife. 

4. Should the property rights to the Subject Property be transferred to another Party during 
the term of this Agreement, the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be 
transferred with the property to such other Party. 

5. Ensure Project is within cultural compliance and provide cultural compliance 
documentation from the Prescott National Forest before commencing work. 

C. The Department and the Cooperator mutually agree: 

1. That unless otherwise terminated as provided herein, this Agreement shall extend for a 
period of ten (10) years from the date of last signature on this Agreement. Project 
progress will be monitored and a final assessment of the project's effectiveness will be 
completed jointly by the Parties. 
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2. Nothing in this Ag~ee~ent sha11 be construed as obligating the Department in any 
contra~t or other obl1gat1on for the future payment of money in excess of appropriation 
authorized by law. 

3. Either Party may terminate this Agreement upon sixty (60) days written notice to tl1e 
other Party. Upon termination, all work performed pursuant to this Agreement shall 
cease and Cooperator shall not incur any new obligations for the terroinated portion of 
the Agreement and shall cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible. The 
Department shall allow full credit to the Cooperator for the Cooperator's share of the 
non-cancelable obligations properly incurred by the Cooperator up to the effective date 
of the termination. Any remaining unobligated funding provided by the Department 
shall be returned to the Department within sixty (60) days after the effective date of 

• • term1nat1on. 

4. Notices: All written notices concerning this Agreement shall be delivered in person or 
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Parties as follows: 

For the Commission: 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 
ATTN: Mr. Dan Sturla 
5000 W. Carefree Highway 
Phoenix, Arizona 85086 
Phone: (623) 236-7282 
Email: psturla@azgfd.gov 

For the Cq9perator: 

Bryan and Julie Gutierrez 

Elgin, Arizona 85611 
Phone: 
Email: 

5. Modifications within the scope of this Agreement shall be made by mutual consent 
of the Parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all 
Parties, prior to any changes being performed. The Parties are not obligated to fund 
any changes not approved in advance. 

6. This Agreement is subject to a public records requests. In the event a request is made, 
personally identifiable information such as address, phone number, and email address 
will be redacted. 

7. Every obligation of the Parties under this Agreement is conditioned upon the 
availability of funds appropriated or allocated for the payment of such obligation. If 
funds for the continuance of thls Agreement are not allocated or are not available, 
this Agreement shall terminate automatically on the date of expiration of funding. In 
the event of such termination, the Parties shall incur no further obligation or liability 
under this Agreement other than for payment of services rendered prior to the 
expiration of funding. 

8. All work performed pursuant to this Agreement shall be in compliance with all 
applicable state and federal laws and regulations. 

9. This Agreement in no way restricts either Party fro1n participating in similar activities 
with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals. 
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10. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties pertaining to 
the subject matter herein and accurately sets forth the rights, duties, and obligations 
of each Party. All prior or contemporaneous agreements and understandings, oral or 
written, are hereby superseded and merged herein. The provisions of this Agreement 
may be abrogated, modified, rescinded, or amended in whole or in part only by 
mutual written consent executed by the Parties. 

11. In the event that any provision of this Agreement or portion thereof is held invalid, 
illegal, or unenforceable, such provision or portion thereof shall be severed from this 
Agreement and shall have no effect on the remaining provisions of this Agreement, 
which shall remain in full force and effect. 

12. This Agreement is subject to termination pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-511. 

13. All payments received by the Cooperator through this Agreement may be subject to 
federal and local income tax. Any questions regarding the tax status of payments 
should be directed to the Cooperator's personal tax consultant. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the last 
signature date below, and each person signing this Agreement warrants that he/she has the capacity 
and authority to execute this Agreement and consummate the transactions conten1plated herein. 

APPROVED: 

APPROVED: 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 

By: -=---+-y__ ____________ Date 8/18/2023 
Clay Cr wder, Assistant Director 
Wildlife Management Division 
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Exhibit A 
Project map(s) 

Storm Se:epPlpeline: Extension -
Cooperative Habitat Stewa1·dship Agreeme·nt 
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