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Decision Memo
Running Man Pipeline Project

USDA Forest Service
Tonto National Forest
Tonto Basin Ranger District
Gila County, Arizona

Background

This project is within the Hardt Creek Grazing Allotment on the Tonto Basin Ranger District of the Tonto
National Forest. The existing pipeline for this project originates from an existing storage tank located on
private land in Jakes Corner, on the south side of State Highway 188. All of the actions associated with
the project are within a small portion of private land and Hardt Creek West Pasture. Location information
for all range improvements referenced can be found in the Project Geodatabase in the project record at the
Tonto National Forest Supervisor’s Office.

Purpose and Need

The Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) is a widely used drought index that calculates precipitation
anomalies at different timescales and interprets SPI units (standard deviations) in probabilistic
(likelihood) terms. This index is the initial measure used in Southwestern Region Drought Policy for
rangeland management, which states that any time the index “...falls to a negative one (-1) or less for the
preceding 12-month period, grazing allotments should be evaluated for existing drought conditions”
(Region 3 Manual Supplement to Forest Service Handbook 2209.13.19.1). In addition, the Tonto National
Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) directs grazing management when rangeland is
in less than satisfactory condition. This can be achieved with the installation of structural and non-
structural improvements to better distribute cattle, protect wildlife habitat, and in some instances
providing wildlife with additional reliable water sources.

Currently, across the Tonto National Forest, the SPI is negative two (-2), and in some places even lower,
according to research conducted by the University of Arizonal. Because of these conditions, Forest
Service regulations, and Forest Plan direction, allotment improvements are being authorized across the
forest.

Decision

I have decided to authorize the installation of a 1.61 mile pipeline from a from a storage tank currently on
adjacent private property. The one and a quarter inch diameter high density polyethylene pipe will tie into

1 https://uaclimateextension.shinyapps.io/SPItool/
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an existing pipeline. The pipeline will run up the wash and back toward State Highway 188 where it tie
into and follow along the old State Route188 toward Gold Creek. The pipeline will then turn east, passing
under the bridge, and finally, tying into the existing pipeline approximately a quarter of a mile from the
bridge. All of the proposed work will be accomplished from horseback, minimizing effects to resources.

This decision includes the following design features for resource protection:

e Old Highway 188 is a popular location for hikers during the winter months; thus, the location
of the pipeline needs to be placed such that impacts to visuals will be minimized and all
tripping hazards to recreationalists will be decreased.

e Impacts from soil excavation should follow these mitigations:

o0 Document new improvements for unforeseeable circumstances;
o0 If moisture conditions are high, activity should be avoided in the area; and
0 Restoration of the soil surface should be to improve contour.

Reasons for Categorically Excluding the Proposed Actions

My assessment is that this proposal falls within the categories of actions listed in the Forest Service
National Environmental Policy Act Regulations that are excluded from documentation in an
Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement. This category is 36 CFR 220.6(e)(9)
“Implementation or modification of minor management practices to improve allotment condition....”

I have determined that there are no extraordinary circumstances associated with this project that would
preclude the use of this category. This determination is based on the absence or the negligible level of
adverse effects on the following resource conditions:

a. Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive
species — According to the Tonto National Forest Botanist, the range improvements are not
within known listed plant species habitat. According to the District Wildlife Biologist, the
actions are not anticipated to have any significant effects on any of these species.

b. Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds- According to the Tonto National Forest
Hydrologist, this project will not affect perennial streams, springs, mapped floodplains, or
mapped riparian areas. Water resources related permits will not be required.

c. Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national
recreation areas — According to the District Recreation Staff, this project is not within any
of these areas, thus there are no effects are anticipated.

d. Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas — According to the District
Recreation Staff, this project is not within any of these areas, thus there are no effects are
anticipated.

e. Research natural areas — According to the District Recreation Staff, this project is not
within any of these areas, thus there are no effects are anticipated.

f.  American Indian religious or cultural sites; and archaeological sites, or historic
properties or areas — According to the Tonto National Forest Archaeologist, the project is
not within heritage sites nor will it impact any sites within the area.
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