COOPERATIVE BIG GAME STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT
FOR HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

THIS COOPERATIVE BIG GAME STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT for habitat
improvement is entered into between Arizona Elk Society (“Cooperator™) represented by [
Bl 2nd the State of Arizona through the Arizona Game and Fish Commission
("Commission") and its administrative agency the Arizona Game and Fish Department
("Department”) (collectively “Parties” and singularly “Party”) for the purpose of executing a
Cooperative Habitat Improvement Project as detailed in the approved Habitat Partnership
Committee (“HPC”) Project Proposal 19-610 Deadman Mesa Tank Maintenance. The Project is
located on Deadman Mesa, managed by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), Tonto National Forest,
Payson Ranger District (“Subject Property”; Exhibit A).

WHEREAS, the Commission is authorized to enter into this Agreement pursuant to A.R.S.
§ 17-231(B) (7}

WHEREAS, said Subject Property provides mutual benefits to the Department,
Cooperator, and wildlife, and it is the mutual desire of the Department and Cooperator to
cooperate for the common benefit of wildlife and the public interests of the people of Arizona;

WHEREAS, the Parties agree that the goods or services provided by the Department will
be used by the Cooperator for a public purpose as described herein, and that the benefit derived
to the public as the result of such goods or services will equal or exceed the value of the goods or
services.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and other good and
valuable consideration contained herein, the Department and the Cooperator agree to implement
the following described Habitat Improvement Project on the Subject Property.

Project Description:

The Cooperator, in coordination with the USFS will implement the Habitat Partnership
Committee (“HPC”) Project 19-610 Deadman Mesa Tank Maintenance. The strategy of this
proposal is to provide reimbursement to clean and repair 10 dirt tanks. Tanks will be cleaned and
repaired using heavy equipment with the dozer being no larger than a D7, The tanks will remain
in the same footprint and existing clay soil will be retained in the bottom or set aside to place in
the bottom to help retain water. This project will improve habitat for elk, white-tailed and mule
deer in Game Management Unit (“GMU") 22.

This project fits directly into the GMU’s MFA as follows: Habitat: Priority I Issue: Water
distribution in parts of the focus areas is lacking, primarily for mule deer. Recent fires have
created problems with some of the perennial springs and water abundance is not optimal.

The work is approved as routine maintenance of range improvements identified in a signed
authorization letter from the U.S. Forest Service, Tonto National Forest, Payson District Ranger.



A. The Arizona Game and Fish Department shall:

1

Coordinate with the Cooperator toward completion of the approved 2019 HPC
Project 19-610 Deadman Mesa Tank Maintenance. Reimbursement provided to the
Cooperator shall be to clean and repair ten (10) dirt tanks. That will in turn provide
a reliable water source for elk, white-tailed and mule deer.

Reimburse the Cooperator in an amount not to exceed, Fifty thousand ($50,000) for
the implementation of HPC Project 19-610. Payments shall be made upon receipt
of itemized invoices from Cooperator following a progress or completion report.

Annually monitor and evaluate Project effectiveness and wildlife use during the
term of this Agreement.

B. The Cooperator shall:

L.

Complete the activities as outlined in the HPC Project Proposal 19-610 Deadman
Mesa Tank Maintenance. Use reimbursement funding provided by the Department
to complete the work by cleaning and repairing ten (10) dirt tanks.

Provide all labor necessary to complete the Project.

Coordinate with USFS and follow standards and guidelines and or permit
modification guidelines.

Be responsible for costs of materials and/or labor, including delivery, in excess of
fifty thousand dollars ($50,000).

Provide written documentation of all contributing project funding sources and
amounts with detailed financial plan.

Construct and install the project in accordance with approved NRCS designs,
standards, and specification (Exhibit B) to the maximum extent practicable.

Provide at least four (4) separate photos of the project’s life. Specifically: prior to
implementation [1], during implementation (uniform application and mixing
process [2, 3]), and after completion [4]. Photos to be provided in completion report
prior to mmvoicing.

Submit itemized invoice to the Department for reimbursement of costs incurred to
complete HPC Project 19-610 within three (3) years of the date of this agreement’s
last signature.

Ensure Project is within cultural compliance and provide written authorization
documentation from the USFS prior to receiving written Department authorization
to commence work.



10. Coordinate with the project proponent toward completion of a Project report,
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including GPS coordinates, maps, and photos, of the work completed at the end of
each work season or by June 30" of each year of the project. Also ensure that a
Project Completion Report be submitted to the Department’s Habitat Partnership
Committee Program Coordinator within 30 days of the project completion and prior
to the final invoice.

Ensure that the Department and HPC’s contributions are clearly identified in any
promotion of the project including spoken, print, video, signage, or social media.

. The Department and the Cooperator mutually agree:

1.

To cooperate with each other and to ensure all Parties successfully and satisfactorily
fulfill their agreed-upon commitments as set forth in this Agreement.

That the Cooperator’s approved proposal, HPC 19-610 is incorporated by reference
as part of this agreement; however the terms of this agreement shall govern over the
terms of the approved application in the event of conflict or ambiguity.

Work shall be completed and final invoice submitted within three (3) years of the
date of this agreement.

That unless otherwise terminated as provided herein, this Agreement shall extend
for a period of five (5) years from the date of last signature on this Agreement.
Project progress will be monitored and a final assessment of the project's
effectiveness will be completed jointly by the Parties.

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as obligating the Department in any
contract or other obligation for the future payment of money in excess of
appropriation authorized by law.

Either Party may terminate this Agreement upon sixty (60) days written notice to
the other Party. Upon termination, all work performed pursuant to this Agreement
shall cease and Cooperator shall not incur any new obligations for the terminated
portion of the agreement and shall cancel as many outstanding obligations as
possible. The Department shall allow full credit to the Cooperator for the
Cooperators share of any non-cancelable obligations properly incurred by the
Cooperator up to the effective date of the termination.

Notices: All written notices concerning this Agreement shall be delivered in person
or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Parties as follows:



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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For the Commission: For the Cooperator:

Arizona Game and Fish Department
ATTN: Kirby Bristow, HPC Coordinator
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086

Phone: 623-236-7282

Email: kbristow@azgfd.gov

Modifications within the scope of this Agreement shall be made by mutual consent
of the Parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed, and dated by all
Parties, prior to any changes being performed. The Parties are not obligated to fund
any changes not approved in advance.

Every obligation of the Parties under this Agreement is conditioned upon the
availability of funds appropriated or allocated for the payment of such obligation.
If funds for the continuance of this Agreement are not allocated or are not available,
this Agreement shall terminate automatically on the date of expiration of funding.
In the event of such termination, the Parties shall incur no further obligation or
liability under this Agreement other than for payment of services rendered prior to
the expiration of funding,

All work performed pursuant to this Agreement shall be in compliance with all
applicable state and federal laws and regulations.

This Agreement in no way restricts either Party from participating in similar
activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals.

This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties pertaining to
the subject matter herein and accurately sets forth the rights, duties, and obligations
of each Party. All prior or contemporaneous agreements and understandings, oral
or written, are hereby superseded and merged herein. The provisions of this
Agreement may be abrogated, modified, rescinded, or amended in whole or in part
only by mutual written consent executed by the Parties.

This Agreement is subject to termination pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-511.

No ground disturbing activity shall commence prior to final approval of Department
compliance documentation.

All payments received by the Cooperator through this Agreement may be subject to
federal and local income tax. Any questions regarding the tax status of payments
should be directed to the Cooperator’s personal tax consultant.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the last
signature date below, and each person signing this Agreement warrants that he/she has the
capacity and authority to execute this Agreement and consummate the transactions contemplated
herein.

APPROVED:

By: Date: & =3 - 2920

APPROVED:

Ol -

Jim deVgé/ Assistant Director
Wildlife Management Division
Arizona Game and Fish Department







EXHIBIT B

NRCS Best Practices and Specifications for Bentonite Sealant

CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

SD-521 BENTONITE SEALANT

1.

2.

Scope

The work shall consist of applying and mixing bentonite, and compacting bentonite treated soil required by
the drawings and specifications.

Material

Bentonite shall be free flowing, high swelling, granular sodium bentonite. Bentonite shall be American
Colloid Company, Volclay SG-40; Wyo-Ben, Envirogel-10; or equivalent. The bentonite shall have a free
swell of at least 18 cc/ 2 gm as measured by ASTM Standard Test Methed D 5890 and shall meet the
following gradation:

Sieve Size Percent Passing
10 100
20 60 - 100
200 0-20
Application

Bentonite shall be applied to soil that is free of vegetation, trash, roots, frozen material, stones over four
inches in diameter, or other objectionable material. Slopes to be treated shall be flattened to 3:1 or flatter.
Holes shall be filled with onsite compacted material. Surfaces shall be graded to remove irregularities and
thoroughly tilled if necessary to reduce the soil to its native particle size.

Bentonite shall be spread uniformly at the specified application rate measured in pounds of bentonite per
square foot of surface area per lift thickness. The amount of bentonite per lift and the number of lifts shall
be as shown on the drawings.

The bentonite shall be uniformly spread on the surface using a truck drawn spreader box, agriculture lime
spreader, mechanized conveyor-fed material spreader box or other type of drop spreader approved by the
engineer or technician. Broadcast spreaders are not acceptable. Pre-measured tarpaulins or cloths placed in
different locations shall be weighed after spreading material to verify that the specified application rate is
met.

The bentonite may also be applied at the specified rate by distributing 100-pound bags of material in a
marked grid pattern. Each bag shall be opened and the material spread evenly within each grid square,
using hand rakes.

Mixing

Bentonite shall be thoroughly mixed with a rototiller, soil stabilizer or other similar mixing equipment
approved by the engineer or technician. Small or medium sized tractor drawn rototillers are acceptable but
self-prapelled industrial rototillers are preferred. The rototiller shall be capable of digging to a depth at
least equal to one compacted lift thickness. A minimum of two passes of the mixer shall be used. For the
first pass set the mixing depth to approximately ¥z of the full lift depth, then reset the mixer to full depth for
the second pass. The speed of the mixer shall be adjusted to insure complete and uniform mixing of the
materials. Bentonite may be incorporated with stockpiled material and then placed in the desired area or
incorporated with material in place, such as the sides and bottom of the pit.

To yield sufficient water content, bentonite shall be applied and mixed with a relatively dry soil, then
watered, re-mixed and compacted. In certain instances it may be necessary to wet the soil previous to
applying the bentonite to prevent the bentonite from “balling up”. Conversely, it may be necessary to dry
the soil to achieve the recommended moisture content. Practice runs are recommended with unfamihar
material to find the most desirable application mixing/(de)watering and re-mixing process.

A plant or pugmill type mixer may be used to produce the required soil-bentonite mixture as specified.
Heavy silts or clay type materials shall pass through a soil pulverizer or hammermiil to precondition the
soil prior to introduction into the mixing chamber. The mixed soil bentonite material produced by a plant
mixing system shall be directly transported to the job site and placed immediately to minimize moisture
loss.

Compaction (Method Specification for Minor Structures)

Thickness of the finished, mixed, and compacted blanket shall be eight inches except as specified on the
drawings. The blanket shall be construeted in four-inch or thinner lifts with each lift containing a



proportionate share of the specified rate of bentonite per square foot of blanket (for example, add half of the
bentonite to each four-inch lift of an eight-inch thick blanket).

Except as otherwise specified on the drawings, the methods of compaction of each layer of the blanket are
imtended to achieve 90 percent of maximum density as determined by Standard Proctor Test, ASTM D698.
Each bentonite treated soil layer shall have a water content sufficient to secure compaction. When kneaded
in the hand, the mix must form a ball that does not readily separate when struck sharply with a pencil, and
will not extrude out of the hand (as mud) when squeezed tightly.

When multiple lifts are specified or required, the interface between the lifts shall be roughened or scarified
a minimum of 'z inch prior to placement of the next lift.

Compaction adjacent to structures protruding through the soil bentonite mixture shall be compacted to a
density equivalent to that of the surrounding mixture by means of manually directed power tampers or plate
vibrators.

Each lift shall be compacted by traversing the entire surface with not less than two passes of a pneumatic-
tired roller exerting a pressure of not less than 50 pounds per square inch. A flat steel wheel roller exerting
not less than 100 pounds per inch of width of roller, or a vibrating compactor may also be utilized on non-
cohesive soils, Partially penetrating pad foot compactors, such as those found on landfill compactors, may
be used on cohesive material or other suitable equipment approved by the engineer or technician may also
be used.

Compaction with a sheepsfoot roller or a track type tractor shall not be allowed.

Except as otherwise specified on the drawings, a (minimum) 12 inch thick protective cover layer of soil
shall be applied over the bentonite-treated blanket to protect the blanket from drying cracks.

Bentonite Treated Linings for Waste Storage Applications (additienal requirements)

Except as shown on the drawings, the compacted lining must be at least 18 inches thick. Except as
otherwise shown on the drawings, linings for storage ponds must ¢cover the pond bottom and interior side
slopes of the pond up to the design storage elevation,

Except as shown on the drawings, the moisture content to achieve the most desirable impermeable
compacted lining should be no drier than two percent above optimum moisture. Follow the specific
moisture content requirements as specified for the project.

Foundation preparation - If in-place material is not suitable for lining, the material must be excavated to the
depth needed to place lining below final design lines and grades.

Testing for Waste Storage Applications (additional requirements)

Density and moisture content of the fill may be tested during construction by the NRCS inspector following
the methods described in ASTM D698 and D1556 or equivalent. Tests performed by the NRCS inspector
will be used to verify that the treated linings conform to the plans and specifications and not as a
replacement for the contractor's quality control program.

The contractor will be responsible for supplying adequate documentation te NRCS to certify moisture and
compaction requirements have been met. Optimum Moisture, Maximum Density and associated test data
will be furnished as described by ASTM D698, D1556, D2167, or equivalent.

Amount of Testing to be Furnished by the Contractor for Waste Storage Applications (additional
requirements)

Proctor curves - A minimum of one Moisture - Density (ASTM D698) Standard Proctor Curve and
associated test data must be prepared and furnished to NRCS for each type of material to be incorporated
into the treated linings.

Permeability testing for bentonite treated linings - At least 1 permeability test (ASTM D3385, D5093,
D5094 or equivalent) on the completed liner must be conducted per acre of liner, except the minimum
number of permeability tests is 2. These tests must demonstrate that the pond liner, when full to the
permanent storage level, will have a coefficient of permeability less than or equal to 1X10-7 cm/sec.
SAFETY

Dust masks and goggles are recommended to be worn by all personnel on the site during bentonite
application and while mixing for protection against bentonite dust.




















