BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES
GILA COUNTY, ARIZONA

Date: March 2, 2021

TIM R. HUMPHREY MARIAN SHEPPARD
Chairman Clerk of the Board
STEVE CHRISTENSEN By: Marian Sheppard
Vice-Chairman

WOODY CLINE Gila County Courthouse
Member Globe, Arizona

PRESENT: Tim R. Humphrey, Chairman; Steve Christensen, Vice-Chairman;
and Woody Cline, Member.

STAFF PRESENT: W. James Menlove, County Manager; Jessica Scibelli,
Deputy County Attorney; Marian Sheppard, Clerk of the Board; and Melissa
Henderson, Deputy Clerk of the Board.

Item 1 - CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - INVOCATION

Chairman Humphrey called the Regular Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. this
date in the Board of Supervisors’ hearing room. Roy Sandoval led the Pledge of
Allegiance and delivered the invocation.

Item 2 - REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:

A. Information/Discussion/Action to consider the Tonto Natural
Resources Conservation District's (NRCD) request for funding and the
preparation of an Intergovernmental between Gila County and the Tonto
NRCD whereby the County will disburse $30,000 to the Tonto NRCD to
assist in the money required to match the U.S. Forest Service monitoring
funds for the continuation of the Reading the Range Program for one
year.

Supervisor Cline introduced Lori Brown, Chairman of the Tonto Natural
Resources Conservation District (NRCD), and Ashley Hall, University of Arizona
(U of A) Area Assistant Agent, Agricultural and Natural Resources, who
presented information on this agenda item. The Tonto NRCD is located in Gila
County. The District is almost entirely rangeland ranging from desert shrub to
pine forest, with a large part of it in chaparral type vegetation.



Ms. Brown advised that she is a long-time Gila County resident and a 5th
generation rancher. She stated, “The Tonto Natural Resources Conservation
District protects our resources in our ranching community and what is around
us...” She reviewed some of the programs that are offered through the Tonto
NRCD such as the Noxious Weed Program, Range Management Program, Clean
Water Program, and drought relief. Ms. Brown advised that many years ago
Supervisor Tommie Martin asked her to serve on the Gila County Planning and
Zoning Commission, which she has served for over 12 years. Supervisor
Martin also asked her to serve on the Tonto NRCD governing board. Later
Supervisor Martin asked Ms. Brown to become involved in providing education.
Ms. Brown stated, “I was involved in 4-H most of my life....I started a program,
put in for a grant, and we did Payson schools 4t grade with 4-5 classroom
lessons and a day at the ranch...” She reviewed some of the lesson topics,
such as dairy, cotton, and mining. She stated, “All we do is for learning and
has to do with agriculture.” She commented that the purpose of today’s
presentation is to request funding to continue with the Reading the Range
Program. She stated, “We did a grant with the Forest Service - $30K per year
for 3 years and match funds with the Forest Service and the U of A.”

Ms. Hall stated, “...Our goal is to bring science to the community. I focus on
the livestock side of things. I am involved with Lori in the Agricultural Days
Program. The Reading the Range Program - Jim Sprinkle started in 2000 and
when he retired, I was hired to take his place. The goal is to expand to all
ranchers who graze on the Tonto (Forest). There are 74 ranches (in the
Program) and 6 left to get on board and hope to do so by 2022.” She further
stated, “U of A Extension, we serve as an unbiased third party to help sustain
our forest rangelands. We want to make sure that grazing is not removed from
the forest as it happened in past. We don’t want this to happen again. The U
of A doesn’t provide management suggestions; that is left to the permittee and
the Forest Service. We want to keep growing cows on the range in a productive
way. This information can be used for those opposed to grazing on land. It all
goes back to sustaining our cattle on rangelands...” Ms. Brown talked more
about the time cattle were no longer allowed to graze on Tonto Forest Service
land around the year 2000 and the detrimental effect it had on the ranchers.
Supervisor Cline also made related comments on the economic impact it had
on local ranchers. He emphasized the importance of using the range
monitoring data that has been gathered through the Reading the Range
Program and the positive effect it has had on the Forest Service. He stated,
“The Forest Service has become a real big partner in all of our grazing and the
NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service), too.”

Ms. Hall stated, “Without this funding, it would be me, a rancher and one
Forest Service person to do monitoring. This year I hired 4 assistants to help
me to do more monitoring. This funding helps get the work done in a more
efficient manner.”



Each Board member thanked Ms. Brown and Ms. Hall for the presentation and
offered their support of the Reading the Range Program.

Upon motion by Supervisor Cline, seconded by Vice-Chairman Christensen, the
Board unanimously directed staff to prepare an Intergovernmental Agreement
to provide $30,000 to the Tonto Natural Resources District to assist in the
money required to match the U.S. Forest Service monitoring funds for the
continuation of the Reading the Range Program for one year. (Note: The
Intergovernmental Agreement will be presented to the Board of Supervisors for
approval at a future Board meeting.)

B. Information/Discussion/Action to consider a sealed bid for the
purchase of Assessor's tax parcel number 302-35-005E and, if accepted,
authorize the Chairman's signature on the Quit Claim Deed.

Marian Sheppard, Clerk of the Board, advised that the subject parcel appears
to be W. Grace Lane off N. McClane Road in Payson. The total lien amount on
this parcel is $3,708.59. She further advised that an owner of the property
whose property is on that road submitted a sealed bid. Ms. Sheppard stated
that should the Board accept the offer to purchase this property, the bidder
has acknowledged that it will be her responsibility to maintain this road.
Chairman Humphrey authorized Ms. Sheppard to open the sealed bid. Ms.
Sheppard advised that a letter from the bidders, Andy and Cindy Romance,
accompanied the bid form. She read aloud the following portion of the letter,
“We desire to purchase the above-referenced parcel (302-35-005E) which is
adjacent to property we currently own. Noticed is that the subject parcel is on
your State Tax-Deeded Properties For Sale List — Revised 02-11-2021. Although
documented is a Tax Lien amount of $3,708.59, since it is adjacent to our
property it is understood the County considers a bid. We currently find
ourselves maintaining much of the subject's neglected property and would
therefore like to further lead in attending to our neighborhood’s upkeep. We,
therefore, request your consideration of our bid, hereby submitted, for $1,000.”

Roy Sandoval, Gila County School Superintendent, requested to address the
Board which was granted by the Chairman. Mr. Sandoval advised that he was
present at today’s meeting to provide the invocation and was unaware that this
item was listed on the meeting agenda. He proceeded to inform the Board that
he has lived on N. Grace Lane for over 25 years and is a neighbor to Mr. and
Mrs. Romance. He advised that the homeowners paved the subject road
approximately 20 years and 3 years ago 3 of the homeowners chose to repave a
portion of the road at a cost of $2,200 each. He added that the Romances
chose not to contribute to repaving the road.

Vice-Chairman Christensen stated, “It is curious to me why someone would
want to purchase and put money in to maintain a road. I would feel more
comfortable discussing further and suggest to table (this item).” Supervisor



Cline and Chairman Humphrey agreed with Vice-Chairman Christensen that
more information was needed before a motion should be made.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Christensen, seconded by Supervisor Cline, the
Board unanimously tabled this item.

Item 3 - CONSENT AGENDA ACTION ITEMS: (Any matter on the Consent
Agenda will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed and voted
upon as a regular agenda item upon the request of any member of the
Board of Supervisors.)

A. Appointment of the following Democratic Party Precinct
Committeeman in Gila County: James Kendall Clark - Payson #3 Precinct.

B. Appointment of the following Republican Party Precinct
Committeemen in Gila County: Patti Dremler - Gisela Precinct, and Kelly
Parks - Young Precinct.

C. Authorization of the Chairman's signature on the Quit Claim Deed for
the Clerk of the Board's over-the-counter sale of Assessor's tax parcel
number 207-15-042 to Gina Reyes-Yacko and Robert B. Yacko.

D. Authorization of the Chairman's signature on the Quit Claim Deed for
the Clerk of the Board's over-the-counter sale of Assessor's tax parcel
number 101-07-062 to Corey Lee Busboom.

E. Approval of the Board of Supervisors February 2, 2021, and February
16, 2021 meeting minutes.

F. Acknowledgment of the January 2021 monthly activity report
submitted by the Globe Regional Justice of the Peace's Office.

G. Acknowledgment of the January 2021 monthly activity report
submitted by the Payson Regional Justice of the Peace's Office.

H. Acknowledgment of the January 2021 monthly activity report
submitted by the Globe Regional Constable's Office.

I. Acknowledgment of the January 2021 monthly activity report
submitted by the Payson Regional Constable's Office.

J. Acknowledgment of the January 2021 monthly activity report
submitted by the Recorder's Office.

K. Acknowledgment of the January 2021 monthly activity report
submitted by the Clerk of the Superior Court's Office.






