


Description

The Four Mile & Squaw Basin Allotments are located on the northern most corner of the
Galiuro Mountains. The present grazing capacity is 50 cattle year long on both Four Mile
and Squaw Basin Allotments making 4 total herd size of 100 caitle. It is mutually agreed
by the Forest Service and Permittee that the management of the Four Mile and Squaw
Allotments be combined.

A five pasture modified rest rotation management system will continue for both the Four
Mile & Squaw Basin Allotments, combining management of both allotments. The Four
Mile allotment consisting of 8,960 acres, of which 1,597 are classified as capable for
livestock: grazing, The Squaw Basin Allotment consisting of 5,315 acres, of which 3,059
acres are classified as capable for livestock grazing, Areas classified as “not capable”
primarily consist of steep slopes in the upper elevations:of the allotment. One hundred
cattle graze year long on the Four Mile & Squaw Basin allotnient using a 5-pasture
modified deferred rest rotation grazing system.

Goals and Objectives

The goal of this plan is to maintain a healthy ecosystem on the forest, meet the needs and
desires of the American public, and provide the Permittee’s family an opportunity to
utilize the forage resource in an environmentally sensitive and cost effective manner.
This will be accomplished through pursuit of the following objectives:

A. Use best management practices to-maintain a healthy ecosystem.

B. Improve animal husbardry practices to improve pounds of beef production while
minimizing impacts on the plant resource. Utilization of forage source will not
exceed 45%.

C: Maintain or enhance habitat conditions for resident wildlife by improving ground

cover and riparian conditions.

. Maintain or nnprove present soil condition.

Maintain-or improve visual quahty of grazing allotment, through improvement of

livestock management, maintaining range improvements and improving plant

density and diversity: _

F. Manage livestock. nnpacts to meet Coronado N.F. Land Manage'men’f Plan

- Objectives for riparian areas,

G. Continue to maintain water sources for w11d11fe when cattle are not scheduled m

pasture,

to

Management Strategy _ _

The management of the Four Mile & Squaw Basin Allotments will be a four pasture
meodified deferred rest rotdtion grazing system with two traps for use as a hospital
pasture.
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This situation presents the opportunity to coordinate grazing over both forest allotments
in order to imiprove management. Implementation of this AMP and will be documented
in the Annual Operating Instructions (AOI) developed in coordination between the Forest
Service and the permittee. The AOI will set forth the maximum permissible grazing use
authorized for the upconting grazing season, the planned sequence of grazing,
improvements to be constructed, reconsttucted, or maintained, allowable use or.other
standards to be followed by the permittee, and required monitoring for the grazing
SEason.

Terms and Conditions of the Biological Opinion

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service completed the Finadl Biological Opinion on the
Continuation of Livestock Grazmg on the CoronadoNational Forest in October 2002.
The Service concluded that grazing on the Four Mile & Squaw Basin Allotrnerits as
proposed in this AMP may affect, likely to adversely affect the Lesser Long Nosed Bat,
and may affect, not likely to adversely affect the Chiricahua leopard frog. The grazing
system will help mitigate the effects of grazing on the LLNB.

Livestock Distribution

Distribution of livestock within each pasture will attempt to minimize concentration of
animals and the resulting overgrazing of “soft” areas. Methods to be used to improve
distribution are placement of salt and protein supplemerit in areas of good feed; at least %
mile from water sources, horseback movement of cattle, control of waters where feasible,
and use of existing fences.

Range Improvements

On the four mile allotment, the forest proposes to add two miles of 11/4 inch black plastic
pipe from Road Canyon Spring to Manzanita Corral, add three 5,000 gallon storage tanks
at end and along pipeline plus adding three drinkers.

Range Improvement Maintenance Schedule.

A list of current range improvements assigned to the permittee is attached with this
document along with a map showing the location of each 1mprovement and key study
area. It is the permittee’s responsibility to keep range improvements in a good working.
manner.
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Monitoring

Progress towards the goals-of this plan and the Coronado National Forest Land
Management Plan will be monitored through periodic range inspections by the permittee,
Forest Service, and other interested parties. Key areas have been selected for monitoring
anitual forage utilization (see attached map). The District Range Staff and the permittee
will jointly monitor key areas in each pasture as the pasture i§ grazed to assure that forage
use levels in individual pastures are maintained with in the established limits of 45% use
of the eurrent year production in uplands and 40% use in riparian areas. Cattle should be
distributed throughout the pasture to prevent areas of overuse. Normally, when any key
areas begin to reach the stated use objective and/or areas of heavy-use are apparent
throughout the pasture, it will mean that cattle will need to be moved. Utilization of the
key area will be compared to overall pasture conditions to determine if it is time to move
livestock from the pasture. This determination will be made in coordination with the
permittee. If'a determination is made that livestock must be moved to the next designated
pasture and if evaluations of forage conditions in the next pasture indicate insufficient.
forage, then the livestock will be moved off the Forest.

Pace Frequency Transects, and permanent photo-points will be used to document soil and
vegetative condition and trend. Periodic production and utilization studies will further
evaluate range capacity. The monitoring aspect will be to determine if the applied
management i$ or is not leading to or meeting the Forest Plan objectives and goals.
Should this monitoring show trends that are not movingtoward or meeting forest plan
objectives, replamnng or stocking adjustments will be initiated. The permitiee will be
invited to assist in all monitoring procedures.

Flexibility

Minor adjustments to this plan in response to changing weather, prescribed burns, etc.,
will be made through agreement between the District Ran ger and the Permittee and will
be appropriately documented.- Significant changes will require a written amendment to

- thisplan.

Attached Documents

A. Grazing schedule
B. Map of Allotment



USDA Forest Service _ | Region: Three Forest: Coronado
Grazing Systéem Management Unit Allocations District; Safford Date: 02/11/10
Allotment: Four Mile & Squaw Basin Permittee: Edward & Norma Lee Lackuer
| Legend: X.i Grazed
Rested
Management: Month
Unit | Nov | Dec | Jan | Fcb | Mar | Apr [ May [ Jun [ Jul | Aug [ Sep | Oct | Notes.
First Year — 2009-2010 ' '
Upper Feur Mile KX [XX | XX | XX | XN | XX 106 CATTLE
Middle/Mescal XX XX [ XX [ XX | XX | XX 100 CATTLE
Peach Orch/Horse:
Squaw/Bottle Cany.
‘Maud Springs Hospital
French -Gap . Hospital
Second Year —2010-2011
Upper FourMile
Middle/Mescal
Peach Orch/Horse |1 XX | XX | XX | XX | XX | XX 100 CATTLE:
Squaw/Baottle Cany XX JXX [ XX | XX | XX | XX 100 CATTLE
Mud Springs Hogpital
French Gap Hospital
_ Third Year—2011-2012
Upper FourMile || XX | XX [ XX [ XX [xxX | xx ' 100 CATTLE
Middle/Meseal ' XX | XX | XX [ XX | XX | XX 100 CATTLE
Peach Orch/Horse '
Squaw/Bottle Cany
Mud Springs Hospital
French Gap Hospitat
Fourth Year- 2012-2013
Upper Four Mile
Middle/Mescal )

Peach Orch/Horse XX [ XX [ XX | XX | XX | XX 100 CATTLE
Squaw/Bottle Cany XX | XX [ XX [ XX | XX | XX 100 CATTLE
Mud Springs Hospital
‘French Gap Hospital

Fifth Year - 2013-2014
Upper Four Mile K P XX [ XX [ XX [ %X | Xxx . 100 CATTLE
Middle/Mescal ' XX [ XX T XX [ XX XX { XX [00'CATTLE
Peach-Orch/Horse- | | I T T . T o A
Squaw/Bottle Cany |
Mud Springs Hospital
French Gap “Hospital






