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French Gap and Mesa Pipelines 

USDA Forest Service 
Safford Ranger District 

Graham County, AZ 

Background 
The Safford Ranger District was approached by the livestock pennittee on the Horse Mountain 
and Four Mile Allotments to consider two (2) small pipeline projects; one involving relocation of 
a pipeline and the second involved a pipeline extension. 

Horse Mountain Allotment: Relocate a section of the Mesa Pipeline (#426020) that runs 
between the Steel Rim (#426019) and Peach Tree tank (#426027) in order to supply reliable water 
from the pipeline by avoiding road disturbance and erosion. Pipeline is located in TSS, R19E, Sec 
14 on the Horse Mountain allotment. 

Four Mile Allotment: Extend the Lower French Gap pipeline ( 425053) from Lower French Gap 
storage ( 425054) up Forest Service Road (FSR) 6608J to Four Mile storage (425040) which is 
located at the French Gap Corrals (425022). This project will take place in the NW¼, Section 15, 
R. 19 E., T. 8 Son the Four Mile allotment. 

Decision 
I have decided to relocate a section ofthe Mesa pipeline and to extend the Lower French Gap 
pipelines. 

This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA). The applicable category of actions is identified in 
agency procedures as 36 CFR 220.6( e)(5): Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement 
activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 mile of I.ow 
standard road construction. This category of action is applicable because the proposed action 
would improve wildlife habitat by providing additional, year-round water sources 

I find that there are no extraordinary circumstances that would warrant further analysis and 
documentation in an EA or EIS. I took into account resource conditions identified in agency 
procedures that should be considered in determining whether extraordinary circumstances might 
exist: 

♦ Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species 
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive 
species - Maintenance to existing structures and minimal ground disturbance. No TES 
species or habitat are likely to be affected. 

♦ Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds -The proposed project area does not 
fall within a municipal watershed. Portions of the project may fall within floodplains 
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and wetlands, however, effects would be negligible so long as implementation is done 
according to Forest Service standards using best management practices. 

♦ Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or 
national recreation areas - The proposed project is not located in a wilderness, 
wilderness study area, national recreation area, research natural area, or inventoried 
roadless areas, therefore there will be no impact to these areas. 

♦ Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas - 0.5 miles away from closest 
inventoried roadless area. 

♦ Research natural areas - none present in the project are. 

♦ American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites - Consultation for 
previous projects in the area identified no traditional cultural properties. 

♦ Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas - Archeological surveys in the area 
identified no archeological sites or historic properties. 

Public Involvement 
This action was originally listed as a proposal on the Coronado National Forest Schedule of 
Proposed Actions in 2020 and updated periodically during the analysis. 

Findings Required by Other Laws and Re~ulations 
National Forest Management Act-This decision is consistent with the 2018 Coronado National 
Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. The project was designed in conformance with land 
management plan direction for the Safford Ranger District, Galiuro Ecosystem Management 
Area, and forestwide management of Animals and Rare Plants, and Range Management. 

Endangered Species Act - The District Wildlife Biologist has determined that the proposed 
action would have no effect any Federally Listed, Threatened, Endangered species or Designated 
Critical Habitat. 

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) - The Forest Archaeologist has determined that no 
historic properties would be affected by the proposed action and that consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Office is not required. 

Administrative Review (Appeal) Opportunities 
This decision is not subject to an administrative review or objections pursuant to 36 CFR 218.20. 

Implementation Date 
Implementation of this project may take place immediately upon issuance of this decision. 

Contact 
For additional information concerning this decision, contact: Gwen Dominguez, Range Staff, 
Safford Ranger District, 928-965-8545. 
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We make eve,y effort to create documents that are accessible to individuals of all abilities; however, 
limitations with our word processing programs may prevent some parts of this document from being 
readable by computer-assisted reading devices. If you need assistance with any part of this document, 
please contact the Coronado National Forest at (928) 428-4150. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA 's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Decision Memo - Project Name 
Page 3 of3 


