
Decision Memo 

Salome Mesa and Bull Mountain South Pipelines 

Background 

Tonto Basin Ranger District 
Tonto National Forest 
Gila County, Arizona 

The Dutchwoman (East) Allotment has an active tem1 grazing permit that authorizes a deferred 
re t rotation. Throughout the years water developments have been constructed on the allotment to 
relieve distribution problems. The 1993 Allotment Management Plan for the Dutchwoman 
Allotment identifies current management direction including the need for Structural range 
improvements. indicating that "Fencing and extensive water developments are critical 10 the 
effectiveness of this management plan." 

The Dutchwoman (East) Allotment on the Tonto Basin Ranger District is permitted for 175 Cows 
and 96 yearlings with an Allotment Management Plan signed in 1993. The basic goal of the 
management plan is to improve resource conditions on the Dutchwoman Allotment while 
maintaining a viable livestock operation. Some of the manageme111 objectives identified include: 

• Accommodate riparian recovery on Salome Creek 
• improve management 10 increase the area of distribution of livestock from 40% to 80-

90% of suitable acres on the allotme111 using Forest Service Guideline~ and Standard~. 
• Achieve proper use of rangeland to improve vegetation on a greater percentage of 

allotment acreage to improve rangeland resource objectives. 
• Use smaller pastures and more intense grazing for a shorter time period as a tool to 

accomplish more unified distribution. 
• Manage 0ivestock to achieve multiple use resource objectives while maintaining an 

economical livestock operation. 
As livestock are rotated through pastures on the allotment compliance checks and allotment 
inspections have indicated some areas of distribution could still be improved upon in order to 
achieve proper distribution and use of the 80-90% of suitable acres. These areas are located in 
Management area 6J which manages for a variety of renewable natural resources with one of the 
primary emphasis on livestock forage production. 

Purpose antd Need 
The purpose of this project is to add additional water sources to the Bull Mountain and WeM Lake 
pastures on the Dutchwoman (East) Allotment to improve livestock distribution. This would also 
provide wildlife with additional reliable water sources in dry areas of the pasture where 
permanent water is lacking. The need is to comply with direction found in the Tonto National 
Land and Resource Management Plan and to move the allotment towards our desired conditions. 
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Proposed Action 
The Salome and Bull Mountain South Pipeline project•~ located on Du1chv.omen (Ea~t) Grazing 
Allotment on Tonto Basin Ranger District. Th,~ project con>1\ts of adding approx1matel) 2 m1b 
of HOPE pipe to t\\O ne\, li,e tock troughs through t\\O separate p1pehnes. The Bull Mountain 

outh pipeline e'l:tension "ill come off :m existing water syMem origrnating from the Coffeeberry 
Arte ian Well and the alome pipeline project will come off of the Lake Artesian Well. The 
project consist~ of HOPE pipe being laid above ground using horses and then a trough being 
mO\ed into place" ith a ranger from existing t\\ o track roads. Ground disturbance 1s limited to 
trough placement and livestock congregation at the trough locations. The pipeline will be laid 
abo, e ground and just off the roadway to conceal it from the casual observer for mo t of the 
stretch. The trough~" ill be le,eled before placement. The troughs will also be required to have a 
usable escape ramp and a functioning float. 

Reasons for Categorically Excluding the Proposed Actions 
I ha, e concluded that thi propo ed permiued action fall within the categories of actions listed in 
the Forest Service I ational En,·ironmental Policy Act Handbook (FSH) that are excluded from 
documentation in an Environmental Assessment or En,ironmental Impact Statement. This 
category is found in FSH 1909. 15. Chapter 32.2 (9). "lmplementatio11 or modificatio11 of mi11or 
managemerir practices to impro,·e allotmem condition or animal distributio11 whe11 a,1 

allotmem ma11agemem pla11 is 1101 yet in place." 

I have determined that there are no extraordinary circumstances associated with this project that 
\\OUld preclude the use of thi category. This determination is based on the absence or the 
negligible level of adverse effects on the following resource conditions: 

a. Federall)-listed threatened. endangered .and/or Region 3 sensitive species or designated 
critical habitat. BE (8/6/2020) concluded no significant effects. 

b. Floodplains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds: The IDT concluded tbat the project will 
have no effect on these re ource areas. therefore no di cussion is warranted. 

c. Congressionally designated area . such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national 
recreation areas. The project area is outside any of these areas, and therefore the IDT 
concluded that no discussion is warranted. 

d. lnvemoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas: The project area is outside any 
of these areas. and therefore the IDT concluded that no di cu sion i warranted. 

e. Research natural areas. The project area is outside any of these areas, and therefore the 
IDT concluded that no discussion is warranted. 

f. American Indian religious or cultural sites; and archaeological sites, or historic properties 
or areas. Heritage Resource clearance date; 11/12/2020. The Forest Archaeologist 
concluded ·no potential to cause effects.· 

Public Involvement 
Design of the project was coordinated with the pennittee for the Dutchwoman Allotment and was 
scoped to Forest Service specialists including Range, Biology, Recreation, and Heritage on April 
141h2020. 
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• 
Findings Required by Other Laws and Regulations 
Th,, dcc1\lon " con,1stcn1 111th the Forc,t Plan. Fore,1 Sen 1cc Polle), and other 111<mageme111 
COll\ldemuon, The proJect \I a, dc,1g11cd 111 conformance 111th the 1-orc\l Plan and other federal 
and ,iatc law. poilc). and direction applicable to the rc,ourcc, prc~cnt in the Tonto F f/1e 
Nmim111/ Fore.,t M,111a/(t'111e111 /\ct of 1976 (l'11b/ic /,t111· /0-1-33. a, amended) require, the 
U.S. rorc,1 Sci vice 10 provide for b1olog1cal d1vcr<-11y on National rorcst er, 1cc land, con,1,1c111 
w11h overall mu ltiple-u,e objcc1tve, and 10 mamtain viable wildlife populations m the planmng 
area. The Fore,1 Plan dl\clo,c, for..:~l wide Mandard~ and guidelines and management area 
dirccuon. 

lmplcmentat101\ of thb dcci~ion will 1101 violate any Federal. State. or local Im,, or n:quirement, 
11npo~cd for the protection of the environment 111cluding: 

• Clean Water Act, ru, amended 
• Clean /\ir /\ct, a, amended 
• E11da111wrcd Specil'l Act of 1973. as amended 
• /\111t•1 ica11 A111iq11itie~ /\ct of 1906 and Historic l'resen·ation Act of 1966 
• £xec111fre Order 13/86 of 2001, Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
• Euc111ive Order 12898 of /994. £11l'iro11111c111al Justice 
• £recutil•e Order I 1988 Floodplui11 /\1a11age111e111 
• Execwit>c Ord,,, I /990 Protertio11 of Wetlands 

Decision 

I have decided to authorize the construction of the Salome and Bull Mountain SoutJ1 Pipeline 
project to incrcnse livestock distribution 011 the Dutchwoman Allotment. 

Thi~ deci~1on include~ the following design features for resource protection: 
• The pipeline must be laid above ground just off of the roadway to conceal it from the 

ca,ual observer. 
• The trough will have a usable escape ramp and a functioning noat 
• Ground di~turbancc will be limited to the placement of the trough for le, eling 

Implementation Date 
Thi~ project i~ 1101 ~ubject to appeal. I amicipate implcmellling this project immediatcl). 

for 11ddi1ional i11forma1ion, con1;ic1 Eric Hos~ins, Tonto Bwin Rangeland Mam1gcme111 S(><'c:mli,t 
at 480-435-5563, enc.ho,1-.in,~•_i"da.g.o,· or 28079 N. AZ Hwy 188, Roosevelt. AZ 85545. 

m•~---,~~. 
Dl\tncl Ranger Tl3RD 
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