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DECISION MEMO 

DIAMOND BUTTE 2011 PIPELINE EXTENSIONS 

U.S. FOREST SERVICE 

BACKGROUND 

TONTO NATIONAL FOREST 

PLEASANT VALLEY RANGER DISTRICT 

GILA COUNTY, ARIZONA 

Project #1 - Pole Corral Pasture Pipeline Extension 

The Diamond Butte 2011 Pole Corral Pasture Pipeline Extension project includes adding storage, 
pipe, and drinkers to an existing windmill, storage, and drinker. The purpose of the project is to 
improve livestock distribution in three pastures, Holding, Pole Corral and Marsh Creek Pastures. 

An additional 2,500 gallons of water storage would be installed at the existing windmill in the 
corral at Winter Camp. A new solar pump would pump water from the Winter Camp in two 
directions: 

• To new 20,000 gallon storage at a higher elevation in Holding Pasture, and 
• To new 20,000 gallon storage at higher elevation in Marsh Creek Pasture. 

From the new storage units in Holding Pasture, water would gravity feed two new rubber tire 
drinkers in Pole Corral Pasture and two new drinkers in Holding Pasture. 

From the new storage units in Marsh Creek Pasture, water would gravity feed to two troughs 
within the same pasture. The projects are described in more detail by pasture in the following 
paragraphs. 

Winter Camp Pasture: 
(T9N, R12E, Sec 2) The existing windmill would pump water from the existing well into one 
2,500 gallon water storage unit installed in the corrals in Winter Camp Pasture (4800 ft. elev.). 
From the storage unit in the corral, water would be pumped by a new solar powered pump to 
four 5,000 gallon storage units at (5500 ft. elev.) in Holding Pasture and to four, 5,000 gallon 
storage unit at higher elevation Marsh Creek Pasture. 

Holding Pasture: 
(T9N, R12E, Sec 2&3) Water in the four, 5000 gallon storage units (5500 ft. elev.) would 
gravity flow in two valve-controlled directions: 

1. To the southwest further into Holding Pasture, or 
2. To the northeast into Pole Corral Pasture. 

The supply pipeline from Winter Camp to the four storage units is approximately one mile in 
length and would run above ground and parallel to the pasture division fence separating Holding 
and Pole Corral Pastures. Storage units would be stationed on the Holding Pasture side of the 
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"congregate" at the drinker; rather, the livestock are expected to get a drink and move to a more 
desirable grazing location. 

DECISION 

I have decided to the Diamond Butte 2011 Pipeline Extension project for five pastures described 
above. 

This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA). The applicable category of actions is identified in 
agency procedures as Section 339 of the 2005 Consolidated Appropriations Act. This category 
of action(s) is applicable because 1) The project is within Category 1909 .15 .31.2 (9) that 
includes "Implementation or modification of minor management practices to improve allotment 
condition or animal distribution when an Allotment Management Plan is not yet in place". The 
current Allotment Management Plan for the Diamond Butte Allotment was approved on 
06/16/2004. This AMP is no longer valid, and the revision process is underway to update the 
AMP so that it is compliant with current laws, regulations, and policies. 

I find that there are no extraordinary circumstances that would warrant further analysis and 
documentation in an EA or EIS. I took into account resource conditions identified in agency 
procedures that should be considered in determining whether extraordinary circumstances might 
exist: 

• Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species 
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive 
species - A site specific Biological Assessment and Evaluation was completed and 
approved on 8/16/2011. There are no significant effects to listed, proposed, or Forest 
Service sensitive species. 

• Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds - There are no effects on flood plains, 
wetlands, or municipal watersheds. 

• Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national 
recreation areas - None of the described pipeline extensions occurs within such 
designated areas 

• Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas - The proposed pipeline 
extension does not occur within an inventoried roadless area. 

• Research natural areas - The proposed pipeline extension does not occur within a 
research natural area. 

• American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites - See "Archaeological 
sites, or historic properties or areas" below. 

• Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas - An archaeological survey and 
concurrence from SHIPO would be completed prior to implementation. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW (APPEAL) OPPORTUNITIES 

This decision is not subject to administrative appeal under 36 CPR 215. 

IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

This project can be implemented immediately upon approval and completion and approval of 
archeological survey. 

CONTACT 

For additional information concerning this decision, contact: Sean Brown, Range Specialist, of 
the Pleasant Valley Ranger District, PO Box 49, Young, AZ, 85554; (928) 462-4320 

8/29/2011 

Date 

District Ranger 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual's Income Is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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