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Decision Memo

Sunflower Well Pipeline Project

Tonto National Forest
Mesa Ranger District
Maricopa County, Arizona
(T6N R8E Section 25, T6N ROE Sections 7, 18, 19, 30)

Decision

Itis my decision to authorize the Sunflower well pipeline project on the Diamond grazing allotment. This
project is funded in part by the Natural Resources Conservation Services’ (NRCS) Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP). The purpose of this project will be to improve livestock distribution, protect
riparian areas, and increase water availability for wildlife. '

The project entails the installation of approximately two miles of 1% inch high-density polyethylene
(HDPE} pipe to convey water from an existing private well, to a 10,000 gallon underground storage tank.
The storage tank will be buried within the footprint of an existing, noen-functioning dirt stock tank. From
the storage tank, water will be transported approximately 1.5 miles, via 1 inch HDPE, to two new 500
gallon troughs. The pipeline will be laid above ground, except at road crossings, where it will be buried.
All materials will be transported using existing roads and trails. Each trough will be equipped with
approved wildlife escape ramps. During periods of average/above average precipitation, when dirt stock
tanks are holding water, water to the two new troughs will be shut off.

I find that this action can be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact
statement (EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA) because there are no extraordinary circumstances
related to the proposed action and the action is within category 36 CFR 220.6(e)(9); and FSH 1909.15
Sec. 32.2 (9), “Implementation or modification of minor management practices to improve allotment
condition or animal distribution when an Allotment Management Plan is not yet in place”,

T'took into account resource conditions identified in agency procedures that should be considered in
determining whether extraordinary circumstances might exist:

e Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species proposed
for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive species — A biological
evaluation, management indicator species analysis, and migratory bird analysis were completed
and found that the project will have no adverse effects on species (listed, proposed, or sensitive)
or habitat.

Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds — None are present.

Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national
recreation areas — None are present.

Inventoried roadless areas or potential wildemess areas — None are present.

Research natural areas — None are present.

American Indians and Alaska Native religions or cultural sites — None are present.
Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas — An archaeological survey was completed in
February 2012. No prehistoric sites were encountered, however, several isolated historic items
were observed throughout the survey. Items included old barbed wire, solder dot cans, nails, etc.,
items associated with old “cowboy camps™. The project will have no effect on these historic
locations. An Inventory Standards and Accounting form was completed and si gned by the Forest
Supervisor on March 13, 2012, with no further action recommended by the Forest Archaeologist
(#2012-12-04). '
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