SAFFORD RANGER DISTRICT
CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST
ANNUAL OPERATING INSTRUCTION (AOI)
Deer Creek Allotment
2024 Grazing Year- Fall

I. PERMITTED USE: The following table illustrates the number of livestock and period of use permitted on the
.. Peer Creek Allotment as per Term Grazing Permit #504129.
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II. AUTHORIZED USE: Actual dates may vary dependent upon climatic conditions, potential fires, when utilization
levels are reached, and time required to move cattle. The following numbers and classes of livestock are
authorized to graze on the Deer Creek Allotment: *Rotating through Limeston, Lower Home, Upper Home,
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The following procedures will be fotlowed:
1. Grazing fe¢s:must bé paid before placing livestock on the allotment.
2. Givethe Dislrict at least 5 days’. notice before placing livestock on the allotrnent.

3. Sub-ieasing is prohibited. 1.ivestock placed on the allotment must be owned by the permittee and branded with
the permittee’s registered brand. A copy of the brand certificate must be on file at the District Office.

4. The permiitee will record actual use as it oceurs including Hvestock numbers and dates permitted livestock are in
a pasture. This information will be reported before the next annual operating instruction.meeting.

5. Any change or deviation from this Annual Operating Instructions is to be coordinated and confirmed at least 14
days in advance with the District. 1f emergency conditions require making a change immediately, the permittee

will notify the District as soon as practical,

6. Election totake non-use, needs to be requested in writing at least 30 days prior to the grazing period.
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7. Livestock left on the allotment after the “off” date may be considered a violation of your Term Grazing Permit
and will be charged for at the commercial rate,

8. Livestock allowed to remain in pastures beyond the specitied rotation date, allowed to drift between pastures, or
allowed in a rested pasture. may be considered a violation of your Term Grazing Perniit.

9. Livestock should be moved by the planned rotation dates or when forage utilization objectives have been met.

10. The District may spot check improvenients such as fences and-water systems before the entry date to insure they
are in satisfactory condition: Livestock may not be aliowed to enter the Forest if improvements are not maintained
appropriately.

11, The District, with input from the permitice, will deterimine the entry date or early removal date if needed for
resource proection based on existing conditions.

12. The permittee-will notify thie Safford District Office 30 days:prior to cleaning dirt tanks.

13. No major censtruction (heavy machinery) will take place between 03/31 and 08/31 each year.

IV. ‘Allowable Tse

‘The scheduled rotation, _grazing season, and livestock numbers are indicated in ‘Section 1 of this Annual Operating
Provision. Adjustments in numbers; rotation schedule, or season of use will be'made if allowable use standards are
‘exceeded. Cattle will be moved to the next scheduled pasture of off the allotment when these footage ntilization standards
are-met. The maximum allowable use'is:

Woodland, Chaparral and Grasslands- Front Country 50% and Wilderness 35%,
Riparian areas- 40%:

‘This use will meet northern goshawk guidelines and management conditions of the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service that
pertain to Mexican spotted owl eritical habitat.

V. Mitigation Meéasures
In order to conform to U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service requirements for a may affect, not likely to adversely
affect critical habitat for the Mexican. spotted owl, the following management conditions will be implemented:
~1Mineral supplemient sites in Mexican spotted 6wl stitable; capable and foraging habitats will be”
regularly roatated to reduce trampling ans grazing impacts to vegatation.
2. Monitor forage to insure fbragc use does not exceed the maxumum use levels,

3. 'No heavy censtruction should take place between 3/31 and 8/31,
VI. Livestock Distribution and Salting

‘The primary objectives are to obtain uniform distribution and proper utilization of forage over those. portions of the
allotment that cattle can utilize, Cattle will be moved into- normally dry areas where feed is available and water is present.
Salt and protein supplement can'be used as a toal to obtain better distribution. Salt is to be placed at least one-quarter to
mile from water and away from.areas where cattle may tend to congregate such as drainage bottoms and by gates.








