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SAFFORD RANGER DISTRICT 
CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST 

ANNUAL OPERATING INSTRUCTION (AOI) 
Deer Creek Allotment 

2024 Grazing Year- Winter 

I. • PERMITTED USE: The following table illustrates the nurri.bet of livestock a11d period of use permitted on the 
-Deer C.r':(*-Al_l9:t1~(!t1J _as pet 'fert~\_C'i~~-zin_g _P9rn!it ~50"1)}~ : ..... . 

TERM PERMIT 
KIND CLASS 

AUM's 

Cow/Calf mo 1,200 

Total 100 _ __ ___ __ 1t29~ . _ i 

PERMITTED 
PERIOD OF 

USE 

3./1-2/28 

Allotment 

Deet Creek 
_ (429,) _ 

IL AUTHORIZED USE: Achml dates may vary dependent upon climatic conditions,potential fires, when utilization 
levels arc reached, and time required to move cattle, The following numbers and classes oflivestock are 

. ___ -----~~!l\9rJ:z_~c:l}q _gta:z_e 9:!1_!he pc_cr_ C:n~el< A! lot~er1t *R9~11ti1_1g_ througl}_ Liip~s!oll,0)\',/er tlo:n~p, :r,Jpper_!i9tp_':'.. 

·KIND 

Cattle 

CLASS-

Cow/Calf 

Cow/Calf 
'··-,-•-·--~,. ·-·-·. ··~·•-,-•···· 

Cow/Calf 

Cow/Calf 

i Total 
"·······! ...... . 

Ill. Administration 

Numbers 

100 

The following procedures wm be followed: 

AUM's 

76 

536 

l. Grazing fees must be paid before placing livestock on the allotment. 

"PROPOSED 
SEASON 
OF USE 

10/12/2024-
02/28/2025 

09/15/2024-
10/07/2024 

2. Give the District al least 5 days' notice before placing livestock on the allotme11L 

PASTURE 

Mud Spring/ 
_____ ,,Sycamore __ ,__,,_,, __ 

Lower Home 

Limestone 

----3. ---s 1.il;:teasing -ii pi-ohi6frcct: --f1vestod(_ pfaccci 011.· thc-aliot1~cnl rn{;~t be owned by 11:i~ pe1·~itt~c ~,1cii;;a~<le<l ~ ith -
the perinittee's registered brand. A copy ofthc brand ce,tificatc must be on file atthe District Office. 

4._ The permittee will record achml use as itocclirs including livestock numbers and dates permitted livestock are in 
a pasture. This information will he reportedbcforcthc next annual operating instruction meeting. 

5. Any change or deviation front this Aniiual Operating Instructions is to be coordinated and con finned at least 14 
days in advance with the District. ·If emergency cpndi tions require making a change immediate! y, the penn i ttee 
will notify the District as soon as practical. 

6, Efoctioii to take non-use, needs to be requested in writing at least 30 days prior to the grazing period. 
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Deer Creek 2024 AO! 
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7. Livestock left on the allotment after the "off' date may be considered a violation of your Term Grazing Permit 
and will be charged for at the commercial rate. 

8. Livestock allowed to remain in pastures beyond the specified rotatio,n date, allowed to drift between pastures, or 
allowed in a rested pasture may be considered a violation of your Term Grazing Pcnnit. , 

9. Livestock should be moved by the planned rotation dates or when forage utilization objectives have been met. 

10. The District may spot check improvements such as fences and water systems before the entry date to insure they 
are in satisfactory condition. Livestock may not be allowed to enter the Forest if improvements are not maintained 
appropriately. 

11. The District, with input from the permittcc, will determine the entry date or early removal date if needed for 
resource protection based on existing conditions. 

12. The permittee will notify the Safford District Office 30 days prior to cleaning dirt tanks. 

13. No major construction (heavy machinery) will take place between 03/31 and 08/31 each year. 

IV. Allowable Use 

The scheduled rotation, grazing season, and livestock numbers arc indicated in Section I of this Annual Operating 
Provision. Adjustments in numbers, rotation schedule, or season of use will be made if allowable use standards are 
exceeded. Cattle will be moved ta, the next scheduled pasture of off the allotment when these footage utilization standards 
are met. The maximum allowable use is: 

Woodland, Chaparral and Grasslands-Front CmmhJ' 50% and Wilderness 35% 

Riparian areas- 40% 

This use will meet northern goshawk guidelines and management conditions of the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service that 
pertain to Mexican spotted owl critical habitat. 

V. Mitigation Measures 

In order to confonu to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service requirements for a may affect, not likely to adversely 
affect critical habitat for the Mexican spotted owl, the following management conditions will be implemented: 

1. Mineral supplement sites in Mexican spotted owl suitable, capable and foraging habitats will be 

regularly roatated to reduce trampling ans grazing impacts to vegatation. 

2. Monitor forage to insure forage use does not exceed the maxumurn use levels. 

3. No heavy construction should take place between 3/31 and 8/31. 

VI. Livestock Distribution and Salting 

The primary objectives are to obtain uniform distribution and proper utilization of forage over those portions of the 
allotment that cattle can utilize. Cattle will be moved into normally dry areas where feed is available and water is present. 
Salt and protein supplement can be used as a tool to obtain better distribution. Salt is to be placed at least one-quarter to 
mile from water and away from areas where cattle may tend to congregate such as drainage bottoms and by gates. 
Suggested locations are ridges, knolls, benches, low saddles or gentle slopes. Blocks should be placed in areas before 
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livestocl( are moyed onto thf! unit. Blocks· may ·bere1noved by· th·~ 01stricdf found n¢ar water. over""uti1_ized area;;;, riparian 
bottoms or roads-. Each time hlocks_.are p"raced oh the allotrilent ti1ey should be put on a different site; Blocks will be 
placed on hard _gtound not susceptible 'to etosion. 

VIL Monitorii1g. 

Mo11itoring ai1d evaluation is an essential aspect of good rangeland management. Monitoring and evaluation can be 
described as the g~thcring of inf ormahon so. the .manager knows. what is happening to rangeland· rcsot1.rccs_ and why. The 
i1tlcnt of monitoring and evaluation is to test the success of the managcmct1t strategy and if needed, make adjustments. 

Besides .. participating ·with the District-in collecting monitoring data the,·permittce is encoJ,.1raged to -alsq-co1lect monitorfog 
inf onnation on their own. It' You would. lik.~. to 'CO Hect your own data the D.istrict can provide, the: necessary equipmcrit 8ertd. 
training to· assist with this effort. Comn'l.on implementation l'nori itoririg-incJudes forage produdfon .. forage utilization, 
photo poii1_ts~ co.11dition of improvements,_ actual use and precipifation.,d_at~. 

VIII. Range JrnpovementConstrucdon/ Maintancc 

The Forest Service may spotchcck range 1mprovcmcnts before .. the entry datcto ensure improvements arc in a satisfactory 
condition. Livestock wi 11 not be al 1 owed to enter pastures if assigned improvements are not maintained· to propel' 
standards, Livestock will not be allowed to enter pastures: if fences will ncit keep livestock where-they arc placed; All 
troughs-shoul_d have water when livestock arc·n9t pn::se11tand .be equipped so that small aniina_Is·can safely enter a,nd e:,c:ii. 
Normal_ .maintenance of improvcmc1Jts on·· your-_ ai1otments is yoµr responsibility and should be .do·n<; as needed. 

New ra1ige--i111ptove1nents and all ground disturbing activities will not be initiafod until proptfr clearances have been 
obtained. When improvements arc ·complctccf the pennittee will "infonn District Range pcrsom1el to schedule an 
inspection. A 11 work involving the use .of heavy equipment will be. accompl ishcd onlyaftcr prior .aj:)prova l by the District 
Ranger. • • • • 

IX. Short-Age Calf Policy 

The, shol't.,age calf policy for the Forest was-~stablished faritiary 31, 1991, by the Regional F.orest_cr "in FSM.2238.11 a. For 
seasomJ.l penJ1its, the foll9wing define:s what will count and l:ie-.paid for: • 

AU animals six month of agc.:or·older afthe ti1i1e of entering the allotment, thoscaniiuals which wiH becoinc twelve 
months of1:1.gcduring the grazing seµsons, and all weaned animals regardless of age. 

X. Permit Conditions 

Thjs Ap.nual Qpcrating Instruction Is hereby ,made a paiiof the Term Grazing Perm.it as provided for in Part 2, Sectioi1 
8(~)-.. [t_.~.<>:i!!P_l"i~-~ -~i_tl~ t!~t:: ~ta!_l~~~~-s. ... a.i_l~. gu_i_~e.m1¢~_,f (}~I!~~ in ~11~ .. I PJ'.~-~t ·r. .. ta_1_~_:_ . . . . . . . . . ..... .. . ... . . .. . ... .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . ... 

Failure tp comply-with any of the terms and conditiq1is specified in Parts 1. 2, and 3.of your:tenu Grazing Penriit may 
result in suspension. or canceilation, -in whole or in part, after written.notice; This is found in Part l.! Section 3, ofyour 
permit. 

Trevor Ozier,--Actiilg DisrlctRangct 
/o /7 /)y 

Date 
I. J' 
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