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Forest Supervisor

On May 15, 1987 an Integrated Resource Management Team met at the
Payson Ranger District to scope the relevant issues pertaining to an
Allotment Management Plan for the Deadman Mesa Allotment. A copy of
the issues and concerns developed during the meeting is attached.

Since that meeting the district has completed intensive
reconnaissance of the management needs on the allotment and
generated alternatives and selected the preferred alternative.

At this time the preferred alternative is a winter rotation system
through eight pastures. This alternative is consistent with the
Tonto National Forest Land Management Plan, Two other alternatives
were evaluated. One was "No Action" and the other was "Eight
Pasture Rotation with Wilderness Improvements". These alternatives
were eliminated from consideration because they did not meet the

intent of the Tonto National Forest Plan. .

Vegetation on the allotment is primarily Pinyon - Juniper woodlands
on the mesa tops with brush and riparian types within the canyons.

f

Planned costs to develop the allotment management plan will be
minimal. Existing pasture division fences and stock tanks will be
reconstructed or repaired into working condition. Several short
drift fences and one new saddle stock tank will be reguired to
utilize existing natural barriers to make three new pastures.

This basic plan is similar to others that have been proposed on the
district.

It has been determined that these activities will have no
significant effect on the quality of the environment.

No T&E species will be affected by the implementation of this
management plan. (Refer to Biological Evaluation attached)

Based on the ambove information and the requirements listed below, I
recommend that this Allotment Management Plan be categorically
excluded from any further N.E.P.A, Analysis.
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Scoping Mecting (Deadman Mesa AMP)

List of Attendees

The following issues and concerns were developed during the scoping
meeting held at the Payson Ranger District on May 15, 1987 for the
Deadman Mesa Allotment Management Plan.

1. T&E Species (Cowania subintegra,Bald Eagle,Peregrine Falcon, and
Agave arizonica)

2. Hardscrabble Lake management.

3. Marijuana cultivation/Law Enforcement.

. Fossil Creek road improvement/conflict with livestock.

5. Trails

6. Juniper age class distribution (re-wildlife habitat)

7. Cultivated pasture on forest (possible heavy use by livestock)

8. Winter use only (Compromising Mgt. Alternati.es)

9. Time of use on plants.

10. Heavy residential building west side of Strawberry.

11, Poor condition of range improvements.

12. Livestock distribution/control.

13. Livestock use in wilderness/rough terrain. %
14, Inadequate water on mesa,

15. Wild cattle in Hardscrabble Canyon (Potential for more)
16. Utilization of annual species.

17. Conflicts with wildlife and cattle for forage.

18. Waterfowl use (Lakes,creeks,nesting season)

19. Fire in wilderness (monitor,least suppression costs)

The following six concerns were developed as criteria to base the
development of an allotment management plan.

1. Protection and enhancement of riparian areas.

2. Lack of forage on the mesa tops. (Need to improve ground cover
and increase production of perennial forage.)

3. Impacts of livestock and range developments on wilderness and
other recreation trails.

i, Improve diversity of plant species (primarily cool season
species in light of winter grazing season)

5. Need to use livestock and grazing as tools to improve range and
wildlife conditions.

6. Need to provide management with a positive cost benefit ratio.

The scoping tecam discussecd possible alternatives lor management on
the allotment. Two anlternatives were discussed but did not fully
address the issues and concerns discussed. They were the no-action
alternative and a short duration winter rotation through cight











