SAFFORD RANGER DISTRICT
CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST
ANNUAL OPERATING INSTRUCTION (AOI)
Copper Creek Allotment
2024 Grazing Year

I. PERMITTED USE: The following table illustrates the number of livestock and period of use permitted on the

. Copper_Creek Allotment as per Term Grazing Permit #504159,

KIND | CLASS - PERIOD OF
- ~ Numbers HM’s G USE
Cale  Cow/Calf 120 360 1110131
. Total 2o 363 -

TERM PERMIT ~ PERMITTED

Allotment

Copper Creek
(44

II. AUTHORIZED USE: Actual dates may vary dependent upon climatic conditions, potential fires, when utilization
levels are reached, and time required 10 move eattle. - The following numbers and classes of livestock are’

_authorized to-graze on the Copper Creek Allotment: _
? ‘ | PROPOSED

KIND =~ CLASS | NUMBER  HMs  SEASONOF
L o :-‘ : USE
:= : i % 2024-
| Catle | Cow/Calf | 60 18 11/01/2024

*hon-use due to lack of rain and no water on forest.
I1I. Administration

The following procedures wilt be followed:
1. Grazing fecs must be paid before placing livestock on the allotment..

2. Give the District.at least 5 days® notice before placing livestock on the allotment.

0173172025

Allotment/Pasture

Copper Creek

3. Sub-leasing is prohibited. Livestock placed on the allotment must be owned by the permittee and branded with
the permittee’s registered brand. A copy of the brand certificate must be on file at the District Office.

4. The permittee will record actual use as it occurs including livestock numbers and dates permitted livestock are in
a pasture. This information will be reported belore the next annual operating instruction meeting.

5. Any change or deviation from this Annual Operating Instructions is to be coordinated and confirmied at least 14
days in advance-with the District. 1f emergency conditions require making a change immediately, the permittee

will notify the District as soon as practical.

6. Election to take non-use, needs to be requesied in writing at least 30 days prior to the grazing period.

7. Livestock [eft on the allotment after the “off” date may be considered & violation of your Terin Grazing Permit

and will be charged for al the commercial rate.
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8. Livestock allowed to remain in pastures beyend the specified rotation date, allowed to drift between pastures, of’
allowed in a rested pasture may be considered-a violation of your Term Grazing Permii.

9. Livestock should be moved by the planned rotation dates or when forage utilization objectives have been met.

10. The District may spot check improvements such as fences and water systems before the entry date to insure they
are in satisfactory condifion. Livestock may not be allowed 1o eter the Forest if improvements are not maintained

appropriately.

11, The District, with input fromi {he perrittee, will determine the entry date or early femoval date if needed for
‘resource protection based on-existing conditions:

12, The permittee will notify the Safford District Office 30 days prior fo cleaning dirt tanks.
IV. Allowable Use

The scheduled rotation, granng season, and livestock numbers are indicated in Section I of this Anmual Operating
Provision. Adjustments in numbers, rotation schedule, or season of use will be.made if allowable use standards are
exceeded. Cattle will be moved to the next scheduled pasture of off the allotmient when these footage utilization standards
are.met, The maximum allowablé use is:

Woodland, Chaparral and Grasslands- 43%
Riparian areas- 40%

This use will meet northern goshawk guidelines and management conditions-of the U.S Fish ard Wildlife Service that
pertain to Mexican spotted owl critical habitat.

V. Mitigation Measures

In order to conform to U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service requirements for a may affect, not likely to adversely
affect critical habitat for the Mexican spotted owl, thie following management conditions will be implemented:

1. Mineral supplement sites in Mexiean spotted ow] suitable, capable and foraging habitats will be
regularly roatated to reduce trampling ans grazing impacts to vegatation.

2. Monitor forage se to insure forage use does not exceed the maxumum use levels
VL. Livestock Distribution and Salting

The primary objectives are to-obtain 1miform distribution and proper utilization of torage over those portions of the
allotment that cattle can utilize: Cattle will be moved into normally dry areas where feed is available-and water is present.

Salt and protein supplement can be used as a too! to obtain better distribution. Salt is to.be placed at least one-quarter to
mile from water and away from areas where cattle- may tendto congregate siich as drainage bottoms and by gates.
Suggested locations are ridges, knolls, benches, low saddles or gentle slopes. Blocks should be placed in areas before
livestock are'moved onto the unit. Blocks may be removed by the District if found near water, over-utilized areas, riparian
bottoms or roads. Each time blocks are placed on the allotment they should be put on a different site. Blocks will be
placed on hard ground not susceptible to erosion.








