





United States Tonto Payson
Department NF RD
Agriculture

1009 E. Highway 260
Payson, AZ 85511

Reply To: 2210/1950

Date:

Subject: Bull Springs AMP EA, DN, and FONSI

To: Forest Supervisor

June 21, 1989

The Bull Springs Allotment Management Plan Environmental Assessment is
attached. Included with the EA is a copy of the scoping letter and
biological evaluation. Upon approval of this document, copies need to be
sent to all parties who have participated in the decision making process
To facilitate the appeals process
please have copies mailed to those potentially affected interests. A
mailing list of those interested parties is attached.

or who have requested one in writing.

The district recommends approval of this document.
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Possibility of piping wnter from White Rock Spring to Polles Mesa

Protect Polk Spring Area

Protect East Verde Riparian Arecas

Trails - nonsystem trail maintenance may confuse public in relation to
system trails

Trails need better signing

Existing improvements need major maintenance

Protect and enhance bald eagle habitat

Water rights needed on new water developments

Adjust fence locations on Polles Mesa to split existing water developments
Investigate using electric fence for new fence locations on Polles Mesa
Protect end enhance water quality on East Verde River

Improve range vegetation in summer pastures A

Develop Bull Pasture to improve calf crop :

Road access to LF through Doll Baby may be a conflict
Define objectives and prescribe efficient monitoring system
Is the natural fire policy adequate for this area

Should prescribed burning be utilized

Mineral claims may be conflict

Remove unneeded range improvements

To develop general management goals and objectives from this list of
concerns and opportunities, the District consolidated the list into more
concise statements. These are as follows:

1. Develop an allotment management plan that emphasizes maintenence of
existing improvements, with minimal new improvements that do not detract

from the wilderness emphasis, yet do provide for improvement of
unsatisfactory rengelands.

-
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2. Improve rangeland and riparian vegetative conditions and diversity by
providing improved management of domestic livestock.

3. Develop a management system that promotes even aged calving.

Y4, Develop a specific monitoring plan (with schedule) that provides the
permittee and Forest Service with an efficient and reliable method of
determing trend data to show change in rangeland vegetative conditions.

5. Provide a management plan that, following the initiel capital outlay,
proves cost effective to the permittee.

Should you feel there should be additional objectives or changes to those
above, please forward them to Rob Ingram at the District.

In conclusion, . several management alternatives were discussed.
The first alterndtive noted was the no-action alternative.  This

alternative was unacceptable to the group as it did not meet the
objectives identified.



The second alternative discussed wns an 8 pasture deferred rotation
system, with two pastures in the winter country, threc along the East
Verde River and three on Polles Mesa. Several smaller traps would be
utilized as horse or bull pastures. New fence improvements werc
identified along the East Verde River in order to develop grazing units
and realignment of the two existing fences on Polles Mesa was necessary to
more effectively utilize the existing stock tanks. The use of mechanized
equipment to clean tanks was discussed as well as the possibility of
utilizing solar powered electric fences on Polles Mesa.

The third alternative discussed was the same as alternative two, with the
addition of a drift fence east of Bull Springs Canyon. This drift fence

would be opproximately 1/4 mile in length and wpuld allow for added
deferment in the winter pasture.

!

Specific improvement locations will be identified in the Allotment
Management Plan. As it wes discussed in the meeting, any request for use
of motorized equipment to maintain structural improvements will need
separate NEPA documentation and approval by the Regional Forester.

Please respond with any additional comments by October 1lst. At that time
the district will proceed with any additional N.E.P.A. documentation and
the development of an allotment management plan. Draft copies of this
plan will be sent to all participants for further comment.
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