Decision Notice and

Finding of No Significant Impact

Fuenta de Agua (Bobtail Spring) Pipeline

USDA Forest Service
Globe Ranger District, Tonto National Forest
Gila County, Arizona

DECISION

Base upon my review of the Environmental Assessment (EA) I chose to implement the
proposed action.

A pipeline from Bobcat spring will be tapped and another line will transport some water
to a location about one-half mile side hill from tap. When possible, pipeline will be
buried. A solar pump will be located at spring to pump water into a storage tank.
Storage tank and troughs will be painted to blend with landscape. Fabrication of all parts
of project will be metal to avoid any possible fire damage. Storage tank will be filled
with water from spring, winter rains, and summer monsoons (depending on stream flow).

Two troughs will provide water year-round. Wildlife trough will be located to east of
storage tank and will allow access by all types of wildlife at ground level. It will not be
fenced off from livestock, but will be physically accessible only by wildlife. Any excess
water will be returned to Bobtail Spring drainage to support riparian vegetation.

Livestock trough will have wildlife access and escape ramps, and bat friendly apparatus.
It will be located near Forest Service Road 221. Each trough will provide year round
water and excess will be returned to spring to maintain riparian habitat.

Mitigation

Utilization of key upland herbaceous forage plant species will be managed to achieve
goal of light-to-moderate grazing intensity. Objective is to protect plant vigor, provide
herbaceous residue for soil protection, and increase herbage producing ability of forage
plants. A utilization guideline of 30-40% use of key species in key areas will be used to
achieve this objective.

In riparian areas, allowable use for obligate riparian trees species will be to limit use to <
50% of terminal leaders (top 1/3 of plant) on palatable riparian tree species accessible to
livestock (usually < 6 feet tall). Deergrass use will be limited to < 40% of plant species
biomass. Emergent species (rushes, sedges, cat-tails, horse-tails) will be maintained at
six-to-eight inches of stubble height during grazing period. Utilization will be measured
seasonally when livestock are in pasture. Livestock will be moved from critical area or
pasture when recommended guidelines are met. If riparian conditions continue to show
degradation, fencing may be required and applied.

















