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DECISION MEMO

BEAVER TEMPORARY FENCE
U.S. FOREST SERVICE
APACHE-SITGREAVES NATIONAL FORESTS, CLIFTON RANGER DISTRICT
GREENLEE COUNTY, ARIZONA
T1S,R31E, SECTION36; T 1S,R 32E, SECTIONS 6, 31, AND 32

BACKGROUND

Rebuilding the fence on the ridge in the Maple Charlie Moore Pasture on the Alma Mesa
Allotment is necessary for resource management and cattle management. The Maple Charlie
Moore Pasture covers approximately 20 square miles. Remnants of old fencing can be found on
this ridge. However, records of this fence have not been verified in allotment records looking
back last 50 years.

When in use, cattle tend to disperse throughout the entire pasture, but consistently graze and stay
on the easily accessible areas which negatively impacts resources. Without the ability to cordon
cattle into a particular area, foraging areas, that are not as easily accessed, are underutilized.
Routinely, a portion of the herd drifts north of the ridge into Six Shooter area of the pasture.
Because of the pasture-wide dispersal, the permittee’s ability to withhold areas for seasonal use
are limited.

Because the pasture is so large, gathering the herd is a very long, labor intensive, and an
ineffective endeavor leaving some cattle missed in the round-up in the pasture for a year or
more.

This fence, approximately three miles long, is a temporary measure until a permanent fence is
built. A permanent fence is proposed at this time and undergoing analysis under the Stateline
NEPA process (Decision expected in mid-year, 2019). If this project is determined to have no
negative impacts (or impacts that can be mitigated), during the NEPA process, it will be
converted to a permanent fence. If any necessary mitigations cannot be implemented the
temporary fence will be removed.

— Decision Memo —
Page1of 5



= B

The Proposed route of the Beaver Temporary fence- Figure 1 below.

___F!_gure 1

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this project is to aid in grazing management and allow a more even utilization of
the Maple Charlie Moore pasture. It is anticipated this fence will greatly aid i in meeting current
resource, operational, and wildlife concerns.

DECISION

[ have decided the construction of a temporary fence will be authorized. This temporary fence
will have only three strands of wire; a barbed top and middle wire and a bottom smooth wire.
The top wire will measure 42 inches from the ground and the bottom smooth wire will be 16
inches to 18 inches from the ground. The middle barbed wire will be evenly spaced (13 inches or
12 inches respectively) between the top and bottom wire.

The t-posts used for the fence will be 5 ' feet tall, including bracing and stretch posts. No holes
will be drilled for t-post placement. Very minimal saw work for removing vegetation to get the
fence wire stretched and- in place is authorized at this time. Trees greater than 6 inches dbh, (as
measured at 4.5 feet from the ground), and greater than 2 feet on either side of the fence line will
not be cut. If trees of 6 inches dbh or greater are within the fence line route, they may be used as
posts provided protective measures to the tree are instituted.

Live trees should never have nails or staples driven into them or have wire wrapped around them
without being protected. Live trees used in the fence line will be protected by slabs of wood
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