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Decision

I have decided to allow for the construction of a new watér pipelinethat connects to' a new storage tank
and two troughs. The pipeline will pumpwater out of Tonto Creek that is water wheeled from upstream
where the livestoek operator has their private propétty and will puimp water from thieir private well into
Tonto Creek in the same quantities that they remove: Access to the project and mainfenance wilf be by,
foot or hotseback only. '

During development of the proposed action, information was collected about forest resoiirces within the
project area. My decision is designed to avoid and/or minimize impacts to these resources, and comply
with other laws, regulation, policy, and the land management plan. This pro;u.t would incorporate best
managemént practices and includes the following for resource protection:

« Initiate a managément method that meets animal husbandry requirements of livesiock and provides
proper stocking and vegetative management. .

+ Provide structural improvements for management.of livestock and range resources.

Reasons: for Categorically Excluding the Proposed Actions

My assessment is that this proposal falls within the actions listed in 36 CFR 220.6 - C ategorical
exclusions that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment or Environmental
[mpact Siatement, This category is found in 36 CFR 220.6(e)(9), This category of action(s) is applicable
‘becaise the-praject involves minor moditications and additions to management practices for range
allotments.

| have determined that there are no extraordinary circum stances associated with this project that would
precliide the use of this category. This determinatien is based o the absence orthe negligible level of
adverse cffects on‘the following resource conditions:

a. Federally listed threatened or endangered specics or IICSlgIl'ItE[I critical habitat, specics
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat; or Forest Service sensitive
species— Veliicles are not to be used wiihin the floodpiain of Tonto. Creek. 'This is to avoid
impacts to designated Critical Habitat for Northern Gartersnake, Narrow-headed Gartersnake,
Southwestern Willow Ilycatcher, and Spikcdace as well as suitable habitat for Yellow-billed
Cuckod and Woundfin.

Two areas of concerns about the planned water use for this project for two reasons: 1) The
proposed-action does not monitor the amount of groundwater pumped up from the well oni
private land and discharged into Tonto Creek. This may mean tess water is pumped into Tonto
Creek than is-extracted which may impact aquatic: species of conservation concern in.the
project area. 2) Near-surface groundwater pumping from within the ﬂoodpiam of Torito.Creek
may negalively impact the amount of surface water presant especially during driet months.
and/or periods of drought. This may 1mpacl: aquatic species of congervation coneern. in the
praject area.

b. Fiood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds — In addition tomitigations oullined in
the Soils section and monitoring water use Wwith a meter to make suré exact amounts. of water
are equally pumped and withdrawn from Tonto Creck, the following BMPs are
recommended: WatUses-3 during - development and maintenance of tank/troughs and _
developmerit/use of‘access road minimize disturbance to ripavian-area and streambanks and
erosion and sedimentation to extent practicable; ininimize streambank alteration and
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Sources: Esri, Airbus DS, USGS, NGA, NASA, CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS, NLS,
O StorageTank 0S, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEMA, Intermap
® Troughs

and the GIS user community, Esri Community Maps Contributors, Esri,
TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, inc, METI/NASA, USGS, Bureau
Pipelines 0 0.07 0.15

0.3 Miles of Land Management, EPA, NPS, US Census Bureau, USDA, USFWS
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