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Arizona grazing grants draw criticism

$2 mil in tax money paid to cut herds

By Mary Jo Pitzl
The Arizona Republic

Auto dealer Hal Earnhardt
got $90,000 from Arizona tax-
payers after Tonto National
Forest officials told him to cut
the herd on his Cross V ranch
by 600 cattle.

Ditto for the cousin of Ari-
zona House Speaker Jake
Flake, who received two state
grants worth $90,000 when he
removed 324 cattle from the
U.S. Forest Service land he
leases.

John Whitney III used his
$76,500 reimbursement to help

him move out of ranching and
into a new leisure-oriented
business.

The three are among 61
ranchers who received nearly
$2 million from the state last
year for following federal di-
rectives to reduce their herds.

That $2 million comes from
the Growing Smarter fund,
money voters set aside in 1998
to help conserve state trust

lands.

ment, under the label of land
conservation, is misusing the
money, stepping in to reim-
burse ranchers for something
they have to do under federal
government mandates.

The money did not come
with any strings attached, such

See HERDS Page A2

Critics say the state govern-
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HERDS State grazing grants draw criticism

““The main purpose of that

business,” said Flake, a Snow-
flake Republican who himself
is a cattle rancher:

get reimbursed
for the loss of cattle, he rea--

“We'relosing all of this, litrle
by little, to rooftops,” Flake
said of rural open space.

Whitney said the $76,500
grant he received is keeping
real estate agents at bay.

“It's helped us transition to

from corporate
fund-raising dinners.

“It's buying us some time,”
he said. “Otherwise, we'd have
o start selling off the private
property.”

Whitney owns 23 acres, sur-
rounded by the 156,000 acres
he leases from the Tonto Na-

sons, they are less likely to sell - woman.
their private land.

grant is to keep that rancher in - lobbyist Sandy Bahr asked.
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formal
rules can be written for it.
@ March: Senate Bill 1071 is stripped of its original language

ini rewritten with
changes to the grants program. These include exempting it from
the process and moving the entire program to the
Department of Agriculture.
April-May: Bill is discussed by House-Senate conference

committee. Future grants and their criteria will depend on
changes bing considere by th Leghiature

- and foralonger period of time.  approved by voters in 1998.
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tional Forest.
the Forest ?ewlu told him to

remove all
on the property because of the
strains of drought.
Likewise, drought and the
Forest Service forced the oper-
ators of the Orme Ranch to re-
move 223 cattle from their cen-
tral Arizona s ‘The
$53,183 grant was used to lease
other pastures so the Orme

conserve their land.
“If that's what you're wor-  supporters talked
ried about, when you take the  the money would

sion of

1B I and no
has  talkof preserving federal

saidsuch  But Jake Flake and legisla-

agreement is une voter

“Idon't know if it was actu- approval of Growing Smarter
ten trigges

property could rest, said Alan grants is protecting 150,000 tion- management alter-
Kessler, r: manager. acres of privately owned rural natives.”

“It's kept us in business a £ land from pres-  The Sierra Club and other
Ilmelmuer,"hemwoh- may sures. critics argue that the grazing
wise, a land sale be nec- lnzqﬂllhr acknowl- . grants violate the Voter Pro-
essary. 3 com- edge r the ranch tection Act, which prevents

ba:“ velopment but note that many ~ with measures approved by

Some of the biggest benefi- fixes avoid such  trucks and SUVs at a cost of ~ ranchers hold on to their land  the voters. But no one has chal-
ciaries of the first round of tax- s the program's questionable more $100 million. out of sentiment. And real es-  lenged the issue in court.
payer grants are not finan- and its guarantees no tate pressures are not high in legislative attorneys

ially will_test” Bahr “There's no  every corner of the state, they ~acknowledge that the argu-
but so-called hobby ranchers occur, needs assessment.” argue. r ‘ments about the legality of the
who derive their wealth from  “The whole intent of it was -~ To qualify, ranchers had to ~ Even if lawmakers OK grant are “not
other businesses. for activities, document that they were or- changes to the program this sonable.” But, without a court
falls into this category. So does  and there was no way to docu-  dered to reduce their herds on  year, the question of its legality 3 rs should be

vera magnate Rex ment that,” said Suzanne Pfis-  federal lands. The grants were remains debatable. givenas much leeway as possi-
han of Forever Living ter, The Open Space Reserve state ) ac-
products and the distribut- ‘more weight to ranchers  grants are an offshoot of the ~cordingtoamemo from Senate
family of Tucson, which made  ed the grants. “I have no staff - who had toremove more cattle Growing Smarter legislation Rules Attorney Joni Hoffman.
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