
LANDOWNER RELATIONS PROGRAM 
COOPERATIVE STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT 

FOR HABITAT IMPROVEMENT 

THIS COOPERATIVE STEWARDSHIP AG for habitat improvement is entered 
into between Dunton Ranch, LLP as represented by ("Cooperator") and the State of 
Arizona through the Arizona Game and Fish Commission ommission") and its administrative 
agency the Arizona Game and Fish Department ("Department") (collectively "Parties" and 
singularly "Party") for the purpose of executing a Cooperative Habitat Improvement Project on 
lands owned or controlled by the Cooperator ( .. Subject Property"), as illustrated in the attached 
Exhibit A, incorporated herein by reference. 

WHEREAS, the Commission is authorized to enter into this Agreement pursuant to A.R.S. § 
17-23 l (B) (7); 

WHEREAS, said Subject Property provides mutual benefits to the Cooperator and wildlife, 
and it is the mutual desire of the Department and Cooperator to cooperate for the common benefit of 
wildlife and the pubJic interests of the people of Arizona; 

WHEREAS, the Parties agree that the goods or services provided by the Department will be 
used by the Cooperator for a public purpose as described herein, and tbat the benefit derived to the 
public as the result of such goods or services will equal or exceed the value of the goods or services; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and ocher good and valuable 
consideration contained herein, the Department and the Cooperator agree to implement the 
following described Habitat Improvement Project on the Subject Property: 

Project Description: 
Black Tank (also known as Dam #1) is located on the Dunton Ranch in Township 22 North, 
Range JO West in Section 30 on land under the jurisdiction of the Arizona State Land 
Department. Over the past several years this tank has accrued sediment to a depth nearing l 5 
feet and no longer maintains water. Cleaning this tank will make water available to wildlife 
for the majority of the year, if not year-round. Elk, mule deer, bats and many other species 
will benefit from the water in Black Tank. The rancher will employ a bulldozer or loader to 
remove the sediment from the existing footprint of the tank and deposit this sediment on the 
outside embankments to shore up the retention of said waters. Work will follow NRCS 
guidelines to maximum extent practicable. EAC MIS-0706045845 

A. The Arizona Game and Fish Department shall: 

J. Work with the Cooperator to complete the project per the Project Description for the 
purpose of wildlife habitat improvement. 

2. Provide funding to the Cooperator in an amount not-to-exceed, two thousand five 
dollars ($2,500.00) for reimbursement of materials and labor to perform the habitat 
improvements described in the Project Description. All labor using heavy equipment 
is included in the aforementioned price. 
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3. Payment shall be made upon receipt of itemized invoice(s) from the Cooperator to the 
Department. 

4. Annually monitor and evaluate Project effectiveness and wildlife use during the term 
of this Agreement. 

B. The Cooperator shall: 

1. Complete the Project described in the project description in the project area depicted in 
Exhibit A. Incur all labor, equipment, and material costs over and above those 
supplied by the Department ($2,500.00) through this Agreement. 

2. Submit itemized invoices to the Department for reimbursement of costs incurred, 
including any delivery, to complete the Project. 

3. Should the property rights to the Subject Property be transferred to another Party 
during the term of this Agreement, the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be 
transferred with the property to such other Party. 

C. The Department and the Cooperator mutually agree: 

l. That unless otherwise terminated as provided herein, this Agreement shall extend for a 
period of five (5) years from the date of last signature on this Agreement. Project 
progress will be monitored and a final assessment of the project's effectiveness will be 
completed jointly by the Parties. 

2. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as obligating the Department in any 
contract or other obligation for the future payment of money in excess of appropriation 
authorized by law. 

3. Either Party may terminate this Agreement upon sixty (60) days written notice to the 
other Party. Upon termination, all work performed pursuant to this Agreement shall 
cease and Cooperator shall not incur any new obligations for the terminated portion of 
the Agreement and shall cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible. The 
Department shall allow full credit to the Cooperator for the Cooperator's share of the 
non-cancelable obligations properly incurred by the Cooperator up to the effective date 
of the termination. Any remaining unobligated funding provided by the Department 
shall be returned to the Department within sixty (60) days after the effective date of 
termination. 

4. Notices: All written notices concerning this Agreement shall be delivered in person or 
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Parties as follows: 
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For the Commission: 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 
A TIN: Mr. Al Eiden 
5000 W. Carefree Highway 
Phoenix, Arizona 85086 
Phone: (623) 236-7624 
Email: AEiden@azgfd.gov 

For the Cooperator: 

Dunton Ranch LLP 

5. In accordance with A.R.S. § 35-214, all books, accounts, reports, files, electronic 
data, and other records relating to this Agreement shall be subject at all reasonable 
times to inspection and audit by the State of Arizona for five (5) years after 
completion of this Agreement. Upon request, Party shall produce original of any 
and all such records. 

6. In accordance with A.R.S. § 41-151.12 (GS 1018), all books, accounts, reports, 
files, electronic data, and other records relating to this Agreement shall be kept for 
six ( 6) years after completion of this Agreement. 

7. Modifications within the scope of chis Agreement shall be made by mutual consent 
of the Parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all 
Parties, prior to any changes being performed. The Parties are not obligated to fund 
any changes not approved in advance. 

8. Every obligation of the Parties under this Agreement is conditioned upon the 
availability of funds appropriated or allocated for the payment of such obligation. 
If funds for the continuance of this Agreement are not allocated or are not available, 
this Agreement shall terminate automatically on the date of expiration of funding. 
In the event of such termination, the Parties shall incur no further obligation or 
liability under this Agreement other than for payment of services rendered prior to 
the expiration of funding. 

9. All work performed pursuant to this Agreement shall be in compliance with all 
applicable state and federal laws and regulations. 

10. This Agreement in no way restricts either Party from participating in similar 
activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals. 

11. In carrying out the terms of this Agreement, the Parties agree to comply with State 
Executive Order 2009-09 and all other applicable Federal and State laws, rules and 
regulations, including the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

12. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties pertaining to 
the subject matter herein and accurately sets forth the rights, duties, and obligations 
of each Party. All prior or contemporaneous agreements and understandings, oral 
or written, are hereby superseded and merged herein. The provisions of this 
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Agreement may be abrogated, modified, rescinded. or amended in whole or in part 
only by mutual written consent executed by the Parties. 

13. In the event that any provision of this Agreement or portion thereof is held invalid, 
illegal, or unenforceable, such provision or portion thereof shall be severed from 
this Agreement and shall have no effect on the remaining provisions of this 
Agreement, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

14. In accordance with A.R.S. § 12-1518, the Parties agree to resolve all disputes 
arising out of or relating to this Agreement through arbilration, after exhausting 
applicable administrative review except as may be required by other applicable 
statutes. 

15. This Agreement is subject to termination pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-511. 

16. All payments received by the Cooperator through this Agreement may be subject to 
federal and local income tax. Any questions regarding the tax status of payments 
should be directed to the Cooperator's personal tax consultant. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the last 
signature date below, and each person signing this Agreement warrants that he/she has the 
capacity and authority to execute this Agreement and consummate the transactions contemplated 
herein. 

APPROVED: 
-------

t-11 I I 

Date 2/ 7/ / [ 
---17'---'-JI--...._ ....... _ 

APPROVED: 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 

By: -----,,c:.jit-,',"'-=-------Dated2 /Ji3 
Jim deV s,/Assistant Director 
Wildlife anagement Division 
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Exhibit A 

Black Tank 
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