





A wildlife habitat inventory has been completed for the allotment, which identifies suitable and
potential habitat for threatened, endangered, and sensitive species, and identifies management
strategies for each habitat type present. Suitable habitat for threatened and endangered species,
and species of special concern is improving and maintaining an upward trend.

Pronghorn antelope populations on the Agua Fria Grassland are reproducing and maintaining a
viable herd. Prescribed and natural fires are maintaining a mosaic of vegetation and reduced brush
densities in pronghorn fawning areas. Barriers to pronghorn movement have been removed.
Water sources are provided at intervals of every one mile. Natural water sources are maintained
in Proper Functioning Condition to prolong water availability in intermittent or seasonal reaches.
Constructed or developed waters are available to pronghorn throughout the entire year,
Vegetation cover is maintained at a height of | foot or less.

Habitat for riparian-obligate species has improved and provides a multi-storied canopy with well-
developed herbaceous understory, Riparian tree snag densities are adequate to provide habitat for
cavity-nesting birds, and roost and den sites for other species. Species diversity within riparian
areas has increased as vegetative conditions have improved.

Native fish populations are thriving in areas where they are naturally secure from effects of non-
native fish.

F. Livestock Grazing
A viable livesrack operation combines both allotments for advantages of flexibility in grazing
natterns and stocking levels. Flexibility in numbers of calves will provide rest needed in drought
years or after prescribed burns, without disrupting continuity needed to develop a quality adult
cow herd.

A fairly high intensity livestock operation is desired, and feasible, due to permittee’s other
business as a working guest ranch.

G. Recreation
Continve to provide a quality recreation experience for the public in the form of dispersed
camping, hunting, and sightseeing. 1'he Great Western 1 rail has provided the oppotiuity to
provide the public with interpretation of unique cultural and natural resources. Some of the more
heavily used camping sites are developed.

The permittee will be under permit to operate their commercial business on Federally managed
lands.

H. Cultural Resources
Extensive cultural resources on both allotments are actively protected by both agencies and the
public to preserve their scientific, educational, and heritage values. Some of the larger masonry
ruins that are well known have been selected for stabilization, rehabilitation, and/or interpretation.






[[I. GRAZING SYSTEM AND SCHEDULE
See tables that follow






GRAZING SCHELULE FOR COPPER CTREEK/HORSESHOE ALLOTMENTS
YEa® 2

PASTURE

jan

! FEB.

MAR

AlnIL

-

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUC

SEPT.

OCT. NOV.

DEC.

COW HERD - 450 HEAD

BOONE

DOUBLE TANK

XXX

CORNSTALK

PERRY MESA

LOUSY

JOE'S HILL

NEW MILL

COPPER 1 &2

SOUTH RIVER

NORTH RIVER

YEARLING HERD - 950 HEAD JANU

ARY 1-MAY15

860 HEAD NOVEMB

ER 15 - DECEMBER 31

BOBCAT

GRANITE xx | xx
MESA BUTTE X XXX | X0 | X XX
BROOKLYN | XX | 300 | nx







GRAZING SCHEDULE FOR COPPER CREFK/HORSESHOE ALLOTMENTS
YEAR 4

PASTURE JAN. | FEB, MAR. | APRIL |MAY |JuNE |juLy |auc |[serT. |oct.  |mov. | pec

COW HERD - 500 HEAD

BOONE

BOBCAT/GRANITE XXX | XXXX

DOUBLE TANK [ 20X | X

CORNSTALK XXX | XX

PERRY MESA

LOUSY XX |1 X

JOE'S HILL XXX | XXXX { X

NEW MILL

COPPER 1 & 2/BULL - 250 HD. ! OO

BROOKLYN - 250 HD. ). 9.0, ¢

SOUTH RIVER | XXXX

NORTH RIVER X0

YEARLING HERD - 623 HEAD JANUAKY1-MA™ 15 375 HEAD NOVEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 31

BOBCAT | XX

GRANITE £ XXX

MESA BUTTE XX | XXXX

BROOKLYN XXX | XXXX | XX







[V. RANGE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS
1998 -- Construct 2 miles of fence south of Bishop Creek on the Copper Creek Allotment to

create an exclosure. The cattleguard on Forest Road 677 has already been installed.
Estimated materials cost: $3400.00
Estimated labor cost: 6000 00

1998 -- Install a pump, water storage and drinker at a well drilted in TION R4E Sec 31, in the
vicinity of Hackberry Wash. A Big Game Tag Grant was obtained from Arizona Game and Fish
to cost share this project with the permittee and Forest Service.

Estimated cost for contract to install pump system: $9000.00

1998 -- Construct a wildlife water catchment in T9 %2 N R3E Sec. 34 (on the Horseshoe
Allotment) This project is a BLM/Arizona Game & Fish Department Challenge Cost-Share
project

Estimated materials cost. $17,500

Estimated labor cost $17,500

1998 - life of the plan -- Conduct prescribed burns in burn blocks in the area of these allotments
as burning prescriptions allow. All costs for these burns are borne by the land management

agencies

1042 2000 -- Replace 7 gates with cattleguards and install 2 swinging gate, subject to available
funding The caitleguards will replace the gates at the Copper Creek corrals tack hotli existing
gates into Lousy Pasture on Forest Road (FR)14, on FR677 at the fence between Cornstalk and
Jobeat Pastures (this will be a new fence), on the road to Perry Mesa Tank (FR611) belween
~eoh Brooklyn and Perry Mesa Pastures, at the Forest boundary on FR481, and on FR610 |,
mile south of the junction with FR14.

Estimated cost of materials: $16,800.00

Etimaced installation cost:  20,300.00

1998 - 2001 -- Improve pronghorn access to New Windmill, Perry Windmill, and Perry Mesa,
Silver Creek. Cornstalk and Copper Tanks by modifying existing fence configurations

1998 - 2006 -- Modify ail boundary and interior pasture fences to pronghorn specifications

By 2006 -- Chemical renovation of Perry Mesa Tank and Perry Tank Canyon  This will be an
Arizona Game & Fish Department/BLM cooperative effort to eradicate mosquitofish. It will be
conducted when funding becomes available

By 2006 -- In cooperation with Arizona Game & Fish Department and U S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, introduce Gila topminnow and desert pupfish into Silver Creek and the tributary to Larry
Creek. Both BLM and ES will be involved. Stocking with these federally listed fish will not
preclude ongoing management activities






Livestock Grazing:
Use levels of key species in key areas will be monitored during and/or after the grazing season so

that levels of 40% are not exceeded.

Effectiveness Monitoring:
Riparian Area and Stream Channel Condition:
Use Riparian Functional Condition checklist to evaluate functioning condition of Silver Creek,

Bishop Creek, Indian Creek and the Agua Fria River in 1998, 2001, and 2004,

Stream Channels:
A permanent stream cross section was established in Copper Creek to monitor changes in stream

channel morphology. Another cross section will be established in lower Silver Creek in the
perennial reach. Stream cross sections will be remeasured every 5 years.

Stream stability {Pfankuch) (USDA 1973) and riparian condition ratings (USDI 1991) will be
used to quantify and record change at five year intervals.

Riparian Vegetation:

A permanent vegetation transect was established in the vicinity of the Copper Creek stream cross
section to msnitor: 1) recruitment and use of woody species; and 2) cover and use of deergrass
Ar additional survey will be established in lower Silver Creek Transects will be remeasured

alPulailV

The two riparian surveys in upper Bishop Creek and in the Copper Creek administrative pasture
shiouid be repeated after one complete grazing rotation.

Five photopcints have been established on the Copper Creek Allotment. They are
rephotograpt:d annually

Veate:«hou Coneilica.

The BLM currently has two monitoring plots on the ranch that are both within the same range
site. Two new transects have been established on the Horseshoe Ranch one on the Loam Hills
and une in the Roun Ourzinp range site types  Three grazing exclosures have been built edjacent
10 the range trend transects. Transects will be read utilizing the dry weight rank pace frequency
method with 40 ecm® quadrats (Smith and Despain 1990)

The Forest Service currently has 9 Parker Three Step clusters on the allotment that are in three
range site types. These transects are in key areas and will be used for monitoring using Parker 3-
Step and/or Frequency Plot methods.

Read all key area monitoring sites once to establish baseline data, then read the transects after a
grazing cycle and as necessary after burns through the year 2006

~d








